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Abstract: Mesas do Castelinho (Almodôvar) is located in 
southern Portugal, an area traditionally recognized as a natu-
ral path connecting coastal region in the Algarve and the in-
land Alentejo region. Occuppied since 5th century BC, the 
site is still relevant during the Roman Republican phase. Af-
ter the Augustan reforms it progressively loses importance to 
be abandoned at the end of the 1st century AD. Terra sigil-
lata, recovered in the project directed by C. Fabião and A. 
Guerra is abundant and forms a set of 322 pieces. Main cat-
egories are Eastern sigillata A, Italian-type, South Gaulish, 
Hispanic (from Andújar and Tritium) and Peñaflor type sigil-
lata (“sigillata de imitación tipo Peñaflor”), ARS A and Pho-
cean red slip ware. Following the economic dynamics of the 
site, the major phase of imports took place in Augustan-Tibe-
rian period with progressive decrease until the end of the ur-
ban settlement in late 1st century AD. Episodic presence in 
the end of the 5th century AD is testified by one fragment of 
Phocaean red slip ware. The strategic position of Mesas do 
Castelinho determined its role during the Islamic period with 
fortress and settlement from the 9th-10th until the12th cen-
tury, affecting and disturbing previous Early Roman phases.

Resumen: Mesas do Castelinho (Almodôvar) se encuentra 
en el sur de Portugal, una zona tradicionalmente reconocida 
como camino natural conectando la región costera del Al-
garve y el interior del Alentejo. Con ocupación desde el siglo 
V a.C., sigue siendo relevante durante la fase romana republi-
cana. Después de las reformas de Augusto, pierde progresiva-
mente importancia para ser abandonado en el final del siglo I 
d.C. La Terra sigillata recuperada en un proyecto dirigido por 
C. Fabião y A. Guerra es abundante formando un conjunto 
de 322 piezas. Las principales categorías son Sigillata orien-
tal A, de tipo itálico, sur de la Gália, Hispanica (de Andújar y 
Tritio) y “sigillata de imitación tipo Peñaflor”, sigillata afri-
cana A e Foceense. Siguiendo la dinámica económica del si-
tio, la fase principal de las importaciones tuvo lugar en el pe-
ríodo de Augusto-Tiberio con disminución progresiva hasta 
el final del asentamiento urbano a fines del siglo primero d.C. 
La presencia episódica está atestiguada en el final del siglo V 
d.C. por un fragmento de Foceense. La posición estratégica 
de Mesas de Castelinho determinó su papel durante el pe-
ríodo islámico con una fortaleza y asentamiento desde el si-
glo IX-X hasta el XII afectando y perturbando la fase previa 
romana imperial.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The site at Mesas do Castelinho (Almodôvar-Beja), is 
located in Southwest Iberian Peninsula – in the inland 
low Alentejo region - in an area that is considered to be 
the natural path or corridor through the montain (Serra 
do Caldeirão), connecting the coastal Algarve and the 
interior of Lower Alentejo region (fig. 1). This location 
might have been one of the major reasons for the esta-
blishment of the site, along with the mining resources, 
since there are no major agricultural resources known 
in the region.

More than two decades of the archaeological re-
search project in Mesas do Castelinho allowed the 
identification of a significant amount of structures and 
materials from the different periods of its occupation. 
The research has been conducted by a team directed 
by C. Fabião and A. Guerra (UNIARQ, University of 
Lisbon) and besides the important scientific results that 
have been obtained, the site is under a conservation 
programme in order to allow visits by the general pu-
blic (Fabião and Guerra 2010: 325-346).

The first occupation in Mesas do Castelinho dates 
from the Iron Age (5th century BC) and is a hilltop for-
tified settlement that from the 2nd century BC onwards 
entered the Roman sphere. Remodeling of the urban 

features was a reality during the Republican phase, but 
from the Augustan period onward the site progressively 
loses its importance possibly in favor of Arandis. This 
was considered the case of a “failed Roman town”, as 
the coordinators of the long-term research project have 
referred to, as the site was abandoned at the end of the 
1st century AD (Fabião and Guerra 2010). After a long 
period without permanent occupation, the location was 
chosen to be an Islamic fortress and settlement, from 
the 9-10th to the 12th century (Guerra and Fabião 1993, 
2002). This medieval Islamic presence has deeply af-
fected and disturbed the previous early Roman layers.

In this paper we make a systematic analysis of 
the whole assemblage of terra sigillata from Me-
sas do Castelinho (plain and decorated forms; potters’ 
stamps). Imports took place from the last decades of the 
1st century BC until the end of the Roman occupation 
of the site at the end of the 1st century AD, and origi-
nated from distinct areas of supply in Eastern Mediter-
ranean, Italian Peninsula, Southern Gaul, Hispania and 
North Africa. Besides the identification of the pattern of 
imports and the dynamics of consumption in southern 
Portugal in this period and the comparison with other 
sites in the region, there is a particular focus on a rare, 
especially well-preserved context that was dated from 
the Late Augustan period.

Figure 1. Mesas do 
Castelinho in southern 
Lusitania (Fabião and 
Guerra 2010, modified).
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2.  GENERAL OVERVIEW OF MESAS DO 
CASTELINHO DURING THE ROMAN 
REPUBLICAN AND EARLY EMPIRE

Considering both the quantity and quality of Campa-
nian ware imported to Mesas do Castelinho, the site 
must have maintained its relevance as an urban cen-
ter during the Roman Republican period. This is also 
the clear testimony of the full integration of this region 
in the main Roman supply network from the 2nd cen-
tury BC onward, as C. Alves as already pointed (Al-
ves 2010, 2014). This relevance is also materialized 
by a series of remodeling episodes of the urban lands-
cape, mainly in sector B, which shows an urban layout 

structured by three main streets with several buildings 
and compartments (fig. 2).

Preliminary information on the numismatic finds in 
the site show the presence of regional mints from both 
the town of Myrtilis (today Mértola) in the Guadiana ri-
ver and Ossonoba (Faro) in the Algarve region (perso-
nal information from C. Fabião and A. Guerra, based 
on the “Preliminary report on the numismatic finds”) 
(fig. 1). The presence of both coins and lead tesserae is 
a clear evidence of the strong connection that was es-
tablished with the southern coastal region and the Gua-
diana river (Fabião and Guerra 2010: 340).

The Early Imperial presence in the site is also a 
reality that can be perceived by the archaeological 

Figure 2. The site of Mesas do 
Castelinho with the location of the 

different sectors (according to Fabião 
and Guerra 2008; Alves 2010).
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materials present in surface layers in the whole exten-
sion of the site and is particularly relevant in B3 sector. 
Here, as will be seen, there is a series of contextual data 
related to the remodeling of previous Republican buil-
dings, during early Roman Empire.

3.  TERRA SIGILLATA IN MESAS 
DO CASTELINHO: GENERAL 
PATTERN OF IMPORTS

Terra sigillata recovered in the site is the result of more 
than twenty years of archaeological campaigns, since 
the first campaigns took place in 1989. The assem-
blage is formed by 445 fragments and 323 MNV and 
although it is highly fragmentary it allows the identifi-
cation of different forms and their proveniences.

The systematic analysis of terra sigillata recovered 
in Mesas do Castelinho (tab. 1) allowed the identifica-
tion of the imports pattern of the site and the compari-
son to other sites in the region, and made possible to 
understand, in some extent, the supply network where 
the site was integrated during Roman imperial period. 
Quantification method used to obtain the Minimum 
Number of Vessels was based on the Seville Protocol 
(pcrs/14) (Adroher et al. 2016).

Chronological scope of the terra sigillata in the 
site covers the periods between Augustus reign until 
the end of the 1st century AD and the main categories 
of terra sigillata that were in circulation in that period 
in Lusitania are represented: Eastern sigillata A (ESA); 
Italian-type sigillata (ITS); South Gaulish sigillata 
(SGS) mainly from La Graufesenque and Hispanic si-
gillata (HS) from either Baetica (Andújar) or Tarraco-
nensis (Tritium workshops) and also the Peñaflor type 

productions (“sigillata de imitación tipo Peñaflor”). 
Besides terra sigillata, this general chronology is also 
supported by the other categories of ceramics that have 
been partially studied (e.g. amphorae) (Parreira 2009), 
as well as the numismatic findings in the site.

The presence of ESA is testified by few fragments 
that don’t allow the identification of the forms and con-
sequently, its precise chronology is difficult to establish. 
Despite this and considering the other sites in Lusitania 
where ESA was recovered, a Late Republican chrono-
logy is a strong possibility and so this fragments could 
be contemporary of the major Campanian imports to the 
site (Alves 2010, 2014).

ITS is the most abundant sigillata in the site 
(47.67%) showing that its population still had a rele-
vant purchasing capacity during the Augustan/Tibe-
rian period. From that moment onward the relatively 
smaller proportion of SGS and HS (31.58% and 19.2%, 
respectively) are a clear testimony that the site was pro-
gressively losing its previous relevance.

One fragment of ARS A form Hayes 9A recovered 
in the surface layers may extend the chronology until 
the early 2nd century AD but the lack of precise con-
text leads us to view these data with some caution. On 
the contrary, we know that the only example of Late 
Phocaean Red Slip ware (Late Roman C) form Hayes 
3D, which is dated from the third quarter of the 5th 
century (Hayes 1972: 336-337), is originated in a con-
text, stratigraphic unit (SU) [17] that was identified as 
a small trench “dug” in the upper layers that covered 
the Republican building in sector B2 (fig. 11, nr. 112). 
In this case, it is clear that this is an episodic presence 
in a site that had been abandoned for quite a long pe-
riod of time and that will only be occupied once again 
in the 9-10th century, in the medieval Islamic period.

Table 1. Terra sigillata recovered in Mesas do Castelinho.

Fragments %
Fragments

Minimum 
Number of Vessels

%
Minimum Number of Vessels

Eastern sigillata A 3 0.69 3 0.93

Italian terra sigillata 204 46.90 154 47.67

South Gaulish sigillata 140 32.18 102 31.58

Hispanic sigillata 86 19.77 62 19.20

ARS A 1 0.23 1 0.31

Late Phocaean red slip ware 1 0.23 1 0.31

Total 445 100.00 323 100.00
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3.1. Italian sigillata

Concerning the terra sigillata assemblage, ITS is the 
most frequent in Mesas do Castelinho and the chro-
nological scope of the imports show that it covers the 

period between the last decade of the 1st century BC 
until the second half of the 1st century AD (tab. 2 and 
figs. 3 to 5). A quite timid beginning of the supply must 
have started in the last decades of the 1st century BC, as 
could be testified by few examples of the plate Consp. 1 

Frags MNV

ITS Consp. 1 1 1

plain Consp. 1.1 2 2

forms Consp. 4 1 1

Consp. 4.3 1 1

Consp. 4.4 9 4

Consp. 4.5 6 5

Consp. 4.6 2 2

Consp. 4.7 1 1

Consp. 7.1 1 1

Consp. 12.1 3 3

Consp. 12.2 1 1

Consp. 12.3 2 2

Consp. 12.4 6 5

Consp. 12.5 1 1

Consp. 13.3 1 1

Consp. 14.1 4 4

Consp. 14.2 1 1

Consp. 14.4 2 2

Consp. 15.1 5 2

Consp. 18 8 6

Consp. 18.1 1 1

Consp. 18.2 12 11

Consp. 18.5 1 1

Consp. 19.2 1 1

Consp. 20 7 2

Consp. 20.1 2 2

Consp. 20.3 5 1

Consp. 20.4 7 6

Frags MNV

forms (cont.) Consp. 21.3 1 1

Consp. 22 4 3

Consp. 22.1 3 3

Consp. 22.2 3 3

Consp. 22.3 4 4

Consp. 22.5 5 5

Consp. 22.6 4 4

Consp. 24.1 2 1

Consp. 26.1 1 1

Consp. 27.1 1 1

Consp. 32.2 1 1

Consp. 33.1 2 2

Consp. 36.2 1 1

Consp. 36.4 3 2

Consp. 37.3 1 1

Consp. 50.1 2 2

Undet. forms 51 38

Sub Total 183 144

Decor. Chalice R 4.2.1 12 2

Chalice R 2.1 1 1

Chalice R 2.2 1 1

Broad beacker
R. 11.1.1 1 1

Undet. chalice 3 2

Undet. decor. 4 4

Sub Total 22 11

Total 205 155

Potter legible 6 6

stamps ilegible 4 4

Table 2. Distribution of Italian terra sigillata forms in Mesas do Castelinho.
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(fig. 3, no. 1-2), the cup Consp. 7.1 (fig 3, no. 7) or even 
the cups Consp. 13.3 (fig. 3, no. 11) and 14.1 (fig. 3, 
no. 12). Accordingly, the radial stamp of Ateius (OCK 
267.26) (fig. 5, no. 36) should also integrate this first 
moment of Italian imports to the site. In this context, it 
must also be remembered that black Arretine sigillata 
had already been identified with the stamp of the Arre-
tine potter Q.AF (Alves 2010: Est. XXI, nr. 3430; 2014: 
fig. 5, nr. 31). These early ITS suggests that there was 
some degree of continuity between black gloss Campa-
nian ware and ITS imports.

Most of the Italian-type sigillata imports must have 
taken place during the middle to the end of the Augus-
tus reign, which is the period of major diffusion of Ita-
lian-type sigillata, as the distribution of forms show 
(tab. 2, fig. 3-5). The diversity of forms is to be highli-
ghted and the most frequent types of this period are the 
plates Consp. 4.4-4.6 (fig. 3, no. 3-6), Consp. 12.4 (fig. 
3, no. 10), Consp. 18, 18.2 (fig. 3, no. 14-17), Consp. 
20.1-3 (fig. 3, no. 19; fig. 4, no. 20-23) and the cups of 
the types Consp. 22.1 (fig. 7, no. 49-51) and Consp. 
22.6 (fig. 7, no. 52). Decorated chalices type R 2.1 (fig. 
7, no. 61), R 4.2 (fig. 7, no. 62) and broad beaker R 11.1 
(fig. 7, no. 63), are also dated from this period (Mid to 
Late Augustan). Late Augustan imports are particularly 
well represented, as will be seen infra, in the specific 
context that was retrieved in sector B3, in a sequence 
of use and remodeling of the Roman urban layout (fig. 
6 and 7).

ITS was still in circulation in the first half of the 
1st century AD but in a smaller proportion, represented 
by the later forms such as Consp. 26.1 (fig. 4, no. 25), 
Consp. 27.1 (fig. 4, no. 26), 32.2 (fig. 4, no. 27), 33.1 
(fig. 7, no. 54), to mention a few examples. The fre-
quency of the plate Consp. 20.4, but also the presence 
of forms Consp. 36.4 and 37.3 with a chronology that 
could be extended to the second half of the 1st century, 
are a clear testimony of the consumption of these pro-
ducts in the site in a later phase of the Italian produc-
tion. In fact, in this period the site must have already 
changed its sources of supply, obtaining products from 
the South Gaulish centers, namely from La Graufesen-
que.

There are eleven ITS potter’s stamps, and from the 
eight that could be read, the chronology of the majority 
is situated in the period between 15 BC until 20 AD, 
with one earlier example dated from 40 to 20 BC and 
another quite later piece attributed to 1-40 AD (fig. 5 
and tab. 6). Main areas of supply were Arezzo, though 
Central Italy and Pisa were also responsible for the 
exportation to the site, as determined by the potters 

stamps. The majority have their origin in the Arretine 
workshops as is the case for the radial stamp belonging 
to Q.AF (OCK51.1) in black sigillata, dated from 40 to 
20 BC, which was previously published (Alves 2010: 
Est. XXI, nr. 3430; 2014: fig. 5, nr. 31). The ATEIVS 
(2) workshop is represented also by the radial stamp 
(OCK 267.26) (fig. 5, no. 36) dated from the 15 to 5 
BC. Unfortunately, the only letters that were preserved 
are the final part of the stamp EI, marked on the bot-
tom of a plate (Consp. B 1.3). Despite beeing a 7mm in 
planta pedis stamp with a tenuous dye, we believe that 
the stamp in the base of a possible Consp. 28 (fig. 5, no. 
37) can be attributed to ATEIVS (3) (OCK 268) from 
Pisa, who has labored from 5 BC until AD 25. The only 
letters we could identify is the A and an incomplete part 
of a T but the similarity with OCK 268.140 is strong 
and favors our proposition.

Two different stamps of M. PERENNIVS are known 
in Mesas, one in a plain form (base of cup Consp. B 
3.9 (OCK1391.44) (fig. 5, no. 39) and the other in an 
incomplete though readable intradecorative stamp in 
a R 4.2 chalice (OCK1390.4) (fig. 7, no. 62). We will 
discuss the details of the context and the decoration 
of the Dyonisiac cycle of this vessel, further below. 
Also from Arezzo, one of the stamps identified belong 
to the production of C.ANNIVS, slave GEMELLVS 
(OCK147.2) (fig. 7, no. 58), that is dated from 15 BC 
onwards; and C.VIBIENVS (OCK2373.66) (fig. 5, no. 
40), that produced in the first half of the 1st century 
AD. Two potter stamps are more difficult to read due 
to a weak impression of one of the stamps (fig. 5, no. 
38), and because it was poorly preserved, in the other 
case (fig. 5, no. 41). We think that the stamps with 
C.PA?/PAR, that could be attributed to C.PA(IDEIVS)
PAR( ) (OCK1367.2) (fig. 5, no. 38), with a produc-
tion dating from 15BC until 5AD possibly from cen-
tral Italy (?). In the second case (fig. 5, no. 41), in the 
two-line stamp, we can read O and what can be part 
of a P or R at the beginning of the first line and in 
the second line: C.ANN. Considering that the stamp 
is incomplete and that none of the C. ANNIVS pot-
ter stamps have an association with a slave name star-
ting with O (Orbius ?), we may propose this could be 
another slave of the Arretine potter C.ANNIVS. Ano-
ther possibility could be C. Annius, slave Cerdo (OCK 
137), but none of the known dyes present the name 
Cerdo in retrograde.

Unfortunately the internal stamps in fig 5, no. 42 
is incomplete and the only thing we could read was 
the upper part of a possible C and V (?), also internal 
in planta pedis stamp in the base of Consp. 33 (fig. 5, 
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Figure 3. Italian terra sigillata from Mesas do Castelinho.
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no. 43) the same situation happens allowing only to read 
what seems to be the upper part of C, F ou E and A (?). 
Internal stamp in the base of an undetermined cup only 
shows the final letter I in rectangular stamp-frame with a 
bifid end (fig. 5, nr. 44).

We were able to make some further considerations 
on the distribution of Italian sigillata stamps based 
on the data in the OCK (Oxé, Comfort and Kenrick 
2000) (available in the Samian Research database: 
https://www1.rgzm.de/samian), with more updated 

Figure 4. Italian terra sigillata from Mesas do Castelinho.
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information for Portugal, seeking to understand the cir-
culation of this products. I was particularly interested 
in recognizing the dissemination of the different pot-
ters for the western provinces, particularly for Hispa-
nia, but also the Mauritania Tingitana.

The distribution of Q.AF stamp is quite restricted 
and only seven stamps are known outside of Italy. Con-
sidering the distribution to the western provinces, it 
was already referenced in Sala (Marrocco) and Ampu-
rias (Spain). To our knowledge, it is the first time that 

Figure 5. Italian terra sigillata from Mesas do Castelinho. Potters stamps and grafitti.
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the stamp of C. Annius, slave Gemellus (OCK 147) is 
identified in Hispania, in this occurrence in Mesas do 
Castelinho, as the potter has a limited distribution with 
only seven occurrences.

Naturally, the potter ATEIVS (2) (OCK 267) has more 
than 400 examples in OCK database although most of 
them are from Arezzo. Its production was mainly desti-
ned to Germany and France, but there are also five pieces 
identified in Spain (Ampurias, Ibiza, Varea and Mérida) 
and two in Morocco (Lixus and Mogador). Concerning 
the diffusion of ATEIVS (3) from Pisa, this is not so easy 
to determine since most of the Ateius stamps have been 
generally attributed to Ateius workshops in Arezzo.

Distribution of M. Perennius (OCK1391) with 153 
examples in OCK database, is quite wide. Apart from 
Italy (with 55 stamps), its products spread both in east 
and western Mediterranean. In the western provinces, 
there are two pieces identified in Marroco (Lixus and 
Sala) and seven in Spain (Alicante, Ampurias, Ibiza, 
Mérida and Tarragona). In Portugal this potter was al-
ready known in Alcácer do Sal (Dias 1978: 145-154, 
especially nr. 4, 148) and also in Represas (Beja)(Ri-
beiro 1958: nr. 75; Silva 2012; Lopes 1994). Intradeco-
rative stamp of M. Perennius is not so well distributed 
as the previous one; nevertheless 105 examples are 
known, with several stamps in Spain (Cartagena, Elda, 
Herrera de Pisuerga, Lleida, Pollentia, Tarragona, Va-
rea). It is the first time that this potter is identified in an 
intradecorative stamp in Portugal.

Potter C. Paci(deius) Par had a relatively restricted 
diffusion and only 6 examples are known in OCK da-
tabase, distributed in Italy and in Spain (Ampurias and 
Tarragona). The stamp in Mesas do Castelinho is not 
completely clear but if confirmed is the first one in Lu-
sitania. C. Vibienus is an Arretine potter with a wide 
distribution with over 190 examples in OCK database. 
His stamps are known in Marroco (8), (Sala and Li-
xus), in Spain (23 stamps from Ampurias, Cartagena, 
Cordova, Elche, Ercavica, Numancia, Segobriga, Sevi-
lha, Tarragona and Valeria). His distribution in today 
Portugal is also well established with several examples 
in southern Portugal in Balsa (Torre de Ares, Tavira) 
(two examples) (Nolen 1994: 66, si-14, Est. 10, fig. 20; 
Viegas 2011: 293-294, nr. 556, est. 39.), Castro Marim 
(Viegas 2011: est. 84, nr. 1049), Milreu (Teichner 2008: 
F6, Tafel 128), Alcácer do Sal (Faria et al. 1987: nr. 
21), Miróbriga (Quaresma 2012: 83, nr. 25) and Repre-
sas (Beja) (Lopes 1994: nr. 1626 and 1640, Quadro I).

Considering the origin of the Italian sigillata pot-
ters in Mesas do Castelinho, apart from the uncertain 
central Italian (?) C. Paci(deius) Par, and the possible 

Pisa Ateuis, there is a clear dominance of the Arretine 
workshops, that distributed their production mainly in 
the first two decades BC until the change of the era. 
Black sigillata with the potter stamp of Q. Af escape 
this trend, being much earlier, as well as the C.Vibienus 
in this case because it is a stamp that is situated, from a 
chronological point of view, in a later phase in the first 
decades of the 1st century AD.

Grafitos occur in three ITS pieces though in one 
case it is particularly poorly preserved (fig. 5, no. 43), 
the only visible letters are CA. In another quite interes-
ting piece it was possible to read the letters MA in the 
exterior base of a cup (unfortunately potters stamp is 
truncated and illegible) (fig. 5, no. 45). What is most 
curious about this fragment is that a close observation 
has led not only to the identification of these letters 
(written in a nexus), which possibly corresponds to the 
abbreviation of a name but also to what we believe to 
be a subsequent action to scratch out the name making 
it almost imperceptible. The purpose must have been 
to delete the name. As graffiti are associated with na-
mes of owners, this could be the case of misappropria-
tion of this cup by someone else. The second piece with 
a graffito in the assemblage poses a totally different set 
of questions. In the interior base of a cup where part of 
the slip has disapeared, it was possible to identify some 
geometric signs and possible letters that are very dif-
ficult to interpret (fig. 5, no. 46). In the center of the 
piece there is an X inside a circle and, disposed radially, 
there are a series of V, F and square shape symbols li-
mited by two concentric circles. We weren’t able to find 
any other example similar to this one and unfortunately 
the context where it was found in B2 sector [147] does 
not elucidate further on this matter. The piece is origi-
nated in the floor level of a compartment belonging to 
Imperial phase in the site B2 sector [147] (fig. 5, no. 
46). Other aspects should be mentioned because if gra-
fitti are usually seen as signs of property, normally they 
are positioned in the exterior part of the vessels, which 
makes this a quite unique example. Another possibility 
is that it was used, as a decorated base with a different 
function from its original one that we cannot identify, 
though a game piece could be proposed.

Previously, in the Republican period, in the assem-
blage of Campanian ware, it was also possible to iden-
tify five pieces bearing graffiti (Alves 2010: 80-81). 
The author distinguished, from a set of incisions with 
no apparent logic, some examples where could be seen 
letters, such as A or X.

A close observation of the ITS distribution over a wi-
der geographical area in Southern Portugal emphasizes 
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what seems to be a trend of the supply from the Arre-
tine workshops. In fact, in the assemblage composed of 
eleven Italian potter stamps from the site at Castelo das 
Guerras (Moura) (Caeiro 1976-77: 419-422) there is a 
similar pattern when comparing the origin of the potters, 
also with a clear predominance of Arezzo, though with 
some examples from Pozuoles and Pisa. When compa-
ring the chronology of the potter’s stamps from Castelo 
das Guerras with those from Mesas do Castelinho, most 
of them point to the last decades of the 1st century BC 
and the first decade of the 1st century AD which is sli-
ghtly later than the ones in Mesas. Only three potters 
stamps allow extending the chronology until the first 
half of the 1st century AD (40 AD).

Also, an important site for comparison, Castelo de 
Manuel Galo (Mértola) (Maia 1974: 157-174; Maia 
1987) is a Roman site near Mértola where a relevant 
amount of terra sigillata has been recovered. PhD pro-
ject by C. Alves will surely bring new light into this and 
other related sites (Alves 2014: 385-403). In fact, ITS 
potter stamps retrieved in the seventies of the 20th cen-
tury - ten pieces - show that the sources of supply to this 
site were primarily the Arretine workshops with a few 
examples from the Po valley and Pisa. Despite the pre-
sence of one radial stamp, there is a larger number of 
pieces that are attributed to the first half of the 1st cen-
tury AD, than the ones in Mesas do Castelinho and Cas-
telo das Guerras.

Early Italian-type sigillata imports are a reality in 
other inland Alentejo sites, such as Caladinho (Mata-
loto et al. 2014: 17-43), and Castelo da Lousa (Carva-
lho and Morais 2010: 139-151). In fact, in these sites, 
the chronology of the ITS forms and potter stamps does 
not extend beyond the turn of the era, as we witness 
their abandonment. Although in most places of today 
Portugal the service II of Haltern is dominant, in these 
Alentejo region sites it is the service I of Haltern that 
is the most numerous. According to R. Mataloto, J. 
Williams and C. Roque proposal, these sites and others 
located in Upper Alentejo region are part of a network 
of settlement previous to Roman times, which corres-
ponds to the initial stages of the formation of the pro-
vince of Lusitania (Mataloto et al. 2014: 17-43). Their 
military character is attested by the location, the ar-
chitectural features (often with walls and associated 
towers), as well as the recovered materials.

Despite being quite rare, distribution of the radial 
stamps in this region of the former Roman province of 
Lusitania allows the identification of the circuits of su-
pply in a quite early moment of the commercialization 
of Italian-type sigillata. The participation of the region 

of Mesas do Castelinho in this circuit, show that an area 
that is quite far from the coast, must have had a po-
pulation with, simultaneously, a taste for Italian-type 
sigillata (imported tableware) and the capacity for its 
acquisition. Land routes must have played an important 
role in this context, combined with riverborne trade.

Consumption of Italian-type sigillata in the abo-
ve-mentioned sites also arise questions about the civil 
versus military supply. In fact, the commercialization 
of this tableware in Mesas do Castelinho is done in a 
clear civil context. This aspect must also be valorized 
as the consumption of Italian sigillata is often related 
with socio-cultural change that took place in the diffe-
rent provinces of the empire.

Decorated vessels usually represent a tiny pro-
portion of the total assemblage and Mesas do Caste-
linho follows this general trend. In fact, considering 
the MNV, there is a percentage of 7.6% of ITS decora-
ted pieces which is a relatively higher proportion when 
compared to Represas (Beja) where they are 6,9%, and 
Conimbriga with only 5%.

In most of the fragments it is only possible to ob-
serve a small portion of the decoration such as parts of 
human figures, or the line of ovolo. One of the most in-
teresting and most well preserved pieces in this assem-
blage is the chalice with the Dionysiac cycle that has 
the intradecorative stamp of the Arretine potter M.Pere-
nius (fig. 7, no. 62). In this piece we were able to iden-
tify the motif of the menade in profile with a robe and a 
thyrsus in one hand, which is similar to the punction M 
li 10a in Porten Palange (2004: 130, Tafel 63); in other 
fragments we can see the statue of Dyonisus in a se-
cond plan, holding a bunch of grapes in one hand and 
a thyrsus in the other, and the closest punction corres-
ponds to mStHe fr 3s in Porten Palange (2004: 317, Ta-
fel 170, 317). The motif of a cantharus and the figure 
of a felidae could also be part of the same cycle and are 
attributed to the work of M. Perennius, as the figure of 
a panter (?) is similar to the punction T/Felidae li 9a 
in Porten Palange (2004: 271, Tafel 152), but unfortu-
nately these fragments couldn’t be integrated into the 
mentioned chalice.

In some other chalices, the rims of form R 4.2.1 and 
R 2.1 (fig. 6, no. 60 and 61 respectively) were iden-
tified, though the dimension of the fragment does not 
allow the identification of the motifs of the decoration. 
The latter piece is, however, quite peculiar because it 
has a line of impressed double ovolo in the outer face 
of the rim. This rare form of decoration was previou-
sly identified among the material from the excavations 
in the Duomo Cathedral in Florence published by J. 
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Bird (2013: 289-305, especially nr, 49). As is pointed 
by the author, the Italian example could have belonged 
to a chalice or a Modiolus of the Tiberian or Tiberian–
Claudian period. Considering that our chalice belongs 
to a context that was dated from the Late Augustan pe-
riod, we propose an earlier chronology. The impressed 
ovolos with or without tongues are present in the exte-
rior surface of hanging lips in ESA plates Hayes 9 and 
11, dating from the pre-Augustan period (50-25 BC)
(Hayes 1985: 18-19, Tav. II). Examples of these ESA 
forms are rare in Portugal but have been identified in 
Santarém (Viegas 2003: 37) and in Alcácer do Sal (Se-
púlveda et al. 2013) 371- 409). The same decoration 
is also present in large platters from a production con-
text (Celsa furnaces) in Rome (Carrara 2012: 1-27, es-
pecially the plate with the catalog nr. 6.). In both cases, 
it seems that the prototypes are to be found in metal 
examples, as M. Carrara refers (ibd). Following what 
has been said, we believe that the line of impressed 
ovolo in the ITS chalice corresponds to another testi-
mony of the interaction between Eastern and Italic pot-
ters at the beginning of the imperial era.

In another decorated piece in Mesas do Castelinho, 
possibly belonging to a chalice, only the lower part of 
the vessel is conserved with the decoration of floral mo-
tifs (fig. 7, no. 63), possibly attributed to the work of 
Bagarthes (Dragendorff and Watzinger 1948). Among 
the decorated pieces there is a small fragment of a base 
with a portion of decoration that was classified as a pos-
sible broad beaker of form Consp. R 11.1.1 which is 
mid to late dated from Augustan period (Ettlinger et 
al. 1990: 180). Despite the assemblage being highly 
fragmentary, it seems once again, that the Arretine 
workshops are predominant. Even though decorated 
pieces are always a minority in the assemblages of Ita-
lian-type sigillata, among the different motifs that Ita-
lian decorated pieces bear, Dyonisiac scenes are quite 
well represented in Portuguese sites (Sepúlveda and 
Fernandes 2012: 139–154).

3.1.1.  Contextual data for Italian-type 
sigillata in Mesas do Castelinho

Apart from this general overview seen by the chrono-
logical evolution of ITS imports in the site, we also fo-
cused on specific stratigraphic data that was recovered 
which allows considerations on the way ITS was used/
consumed in this particular urban centrer. In fact, during 
the 2006 and 2012 campaigns it was possible to detect, 
in the B3 sector, several homogenous stratigraphic units 

(SU) that were interpreted as the remains of primary con-
texts of use with several pieces of Italian sigillata as-
sociated to the Early Empire remodelling of the urban 
features (Fabião et al. 2006; 2012; 2013) (fig. 6, tab. 3). 
The abandonment levels were also identified in this area 
where the medieval islamic presence was also noted.

Despite terra sigillata being recovered in every 
campaign of excavation, it was only in 2006 that began 
to be possible to delineate more clearly the characteris-
tics of the early imperial Roman occupation of the site. 
In fact, in the 2006 campaign, the continuation of the 
excavation in sector B2 and B3 showed several Roman 
Republican urban features formed by streets and buil-
dings with several compartments (fig. 2 and 6). In the 
later Imperial occupations that produced some trans-
formations in the previous urban layout, particularly in 
B3 sector, it was possible to recover homogenous ar-
chaeological levels of the early imperial period (Fabião 
et al. 2006). In these layers, that correspond to the cy-
cles of remodeling/use and abandonment of a series of 
compartments (comp. XIV, XVI and XIX), the resear-
chers that conducted the excavations were able to iden-
tify layers with a relevant assemblage of Italian-type 
sigillata. In this context, we would like to particularly 
highlight the sequence recovered in compartment XIV 
where it was possible to identify an assemblage that 
can be assigned to the actual occupation and use of the 
compartment (Fabião et al. 2006) (fig. 6).

In this context (specifically in the SU [469=994] 
and [501=1011]) 71 fragments of Italian-type sigillata 
were recovered belonging to 36 pieces (tab. 3, fig. 6 and 
7). The plain forms identified were the plates Consp. 
4.4, 4.5, 12.5, 18.5, 20.1, 20.3, and cups Consp. 22.3, 
22.5, 22.6, 24.1 and 33.1 and the decorated pieces of 
chalices of the forms R 2.1 and R 4.2.1. As said be-
fore, decoration in most of these pieces was poorly pre-
served but we were able to identify a Dionysiac scene 
belonging to the work of M. Perennius (in an intrade-
corative potters’ stamp). Another chalice had a rare de-
coration formed by a line of impressed ovulo in the 
exterior part of the rim, as mentioned above. Among 
the decorated pieces, a small fragment of a base of a 
broad beaker Consp. R 11.1.1 was also identified. Ano-
ther potter stamp in a plain cup was attributed to the Ar-
retine C. Annius, slave Gemellus, that worked from 15 
BC onward (OCK 147.2) (fig. 7, no. 58).

In a clear association in this context, there is also 
one fragment of Peñaflor type sigillata (“sigillata de 
imitación tipo Peñaflor”) form Martínez Ia (fig. 7, no. 
59), (or Amores and Keay type 14) (Amores and Keay 
1999: 231-252). Referring to the Martínez typology 
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Figure 6. A. Final plan of Sector B3 in Mesas do Castelinho. B. Stratigraphic diagram of the sequence of the occupation in 
Sector B3: Compartments XIII, XIV, XVI and XIX (according to Fabião et al. 2012, modified).
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we can stress that this form, which was inspired in ITS 
form Consp. 8 should be dated from the end of the 1st 
century BC and Augustus-Tiberian period according 
to the contexts in Itálica and Écija (Amores and Keay 
1999: 236) and also because of its Italian prototype.

Most of the Italian-type sigillata in this context 
has strong affinities to those in the contexts identi-
fied in northern Gaul as Late Augustan and early Tibe-
rian (Hanut 2004: 153-203, fig. 15), except that in this 
“quatrième horizon augustéen” there are also the first 
productions of SGS. We also find similarities with ITS 
assemblage of Late Augustan period in the Ampuritan 
contexts from the forum, namely those from the layer 
99-CR-CB-1030 (Aquilué et al. 2010: 36-91).

It must be stressed that contextual data for ITS is 
extremely rare in southwestern Hispania and that most 
of this type of fine ware that was identified in the re-
gion was originated in disturbed layers. This gives us 
a unique opportunity to make a series of reflections on 
the way this imported table ware was being used by this 
specific urban community.

One of the first observations to be made is the chro-
nology of this deposit that has a very limited time span. 
According to the association of forms, we have dated 
this assemblage from the final phase of the Augustan 
reign. Some of this forms may have had a longer du-
ration than the Augustan period and early Tiberian, 
but the almost total absence of South Gaulish sigillata 
which should be expected to be distributed in the re-
gion during the Tiberian/Claudian period, allows us 
to propose this chronology. We have considered one 
fragment of SGS Drag. 18 as an intrusion from the 
upper layers since it is dated from a probable Claudian 
chronology or later. Also, ITS Consp. 37.3 form with 
applied decoration, which can be dated from Tiberian/
Claudian period could be considered in the same situa-
tion (fig. 7, no. 57).

With a partial inventory of the ceramics from the 
site, it is impossible to determine the precise residua-
lity index that was observed. Nonetheless, some infor-
mation is provided concerning this issue. In fact, in this 
context SU [501=1011] residuality is expressed by 3 
Campanian ware fragments: two bases of Lamb. 5/7and 
27A and one rim of a Lamb. 1 plate both in Campanian 
ware A and B from Cales/Teano (Alves 2010: anexo III 
and IV). Also in SU [469=994], there were recovered 
5 fragments of Campanian B ware from Cales: 2 ba-
ses (of forms Lamb. 1 and 3), 2 rims (undetermined, 
Lamb. 1 and Lamb. 55), as well as 1 undetermined han-
dle (Ibidem). Also in this context: MañáC2 and Dres-
sel 14 amphora from coastal Baetica, Haltern 70 and 

Sector 
B3 CompartmentXIV

Context:
SU [469=1011] [501]

Frags MNV

ITS Consp. 4.4 5 1

plain Consp. 4.5 1 1

Consp. 12.1 1 1

Consp. 12.5 1 1

Consp. 14.4 1 1

Consp. 15.1 4 1

Consp. 18.5 1 1

Consp. 20 2 1

Consp. 20.1 1 1

Consp. 20.3 5 1

Consp. 22.1 1 1

Consp. 22.2 1 1

Consp. 22.3 4 4

Consp. 22.5 2 2

Consp. 22.6 1 1

Consp. 24.1 2 1

Consp. 33.1 1 1

Consp. 37.3 1 1

Undeterm. 13 8

decor Chalice R 2.1/stamp 2 1

Chalice R 4.2 12 2

Consp. R 11.1. 1 1

Calice indet 2 1

Decor indet 8 2

Total 72 36

GEMELI/C·ANNI
OCK 147.2 1 –

Peñaflor Martínez Ia 1 1

SGS Drag. 18 2 1

Table 3. Italian terra sigillata from the context in sector B3, 
compartment XIV.
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Figure 7. Italian sigillata and Peñaflor type sigillata from the Late Augustan context in sector B3 (plain forms, decorated and 
potters’ stamps).
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Dressel 20A from the Guadalquivir, thin-walled ware, 
Roman grey ware, and a simpulum.

Another aspect to be underlined is the relevant pro-
portion of decorated pieces seen in this specific context 
when compared to the total amount of ITS in the site. 
In fact, considering the sample is formed by 36 indivi-
duals, there are 6 decorated pieces, not only chalices 
but also the base of broad beaker R 11.1.1. Considering 
that some of the decorated fragments may not belong to 
the pieces identified (fig. 7, no. 64-67), this proportion 
of decorated pieces, which is in this context of about 
16%, might be even higher. Another feature that was 
observed is the relatively higher proportion of cups 
when compared to the number of plates.

The interpretation of the function of the compart-
ment was based on the terra sigillata recovered to-
gether with the presence of Baetican Haltern 70 and 
Dressel 20A, as well as Lusitanian Dressel 14 ampho-
rae and was clearly related to the consumption of food, 
as stated in the reports (Fabião et al. 2006, 2012, 2013).

Considering the future of the research on ceramics 
from the Early Imperial phase of the site, the homoge-
neity of this particular contexts, dating from the final 
phase of Augustus reign will also allow other approa-
ches as to determine the meaning of ITS in the context 
of the table service and food consumption. In this case, 
we will be particularly interested in understanding the 
role of ITS when compared to other different categories 
of table ware: common ware (local and imported) and 
thin-walled ware. Italian thin-walled ware is abundant 
in this context but we weren’t able to develop a syste-
matic study of this category of pottery at this moment.

Apart from this very rare and especially well-pre-
served context in B3, the remaining assemblage of ITS 
from Mesas do Castelinho had its provenience mostly 
in surface layers distributed all over the site in its dif-
ferent sector (A and B), but mostly in sector B 1-4. In 
fact, half of the ITS (if the number of fragments is con-
sidered) is from these surface layers (fig. 2).

In sector B3, some other ITS cups and plates were 
originated in the abandonment levels of these compart-
ments, as is the case in the US [443] of the previously 
mentioned compartment XIV; US [444] which is the 
abandonment level of compartment XVI where were 
also retrieved Haltern 70 Gualdaquivir amphora, thin-
-walled ware, and common ware as well as coins and 
two Campanian ware fragments (Alves 2010) and SU 
[480] in compartment XIX.

Generally, ITS in these layers (of secondary de-
position) is accompanied by South Gaulish and His-
panic sigillata and occasionally also with Peñaflor type 

sigillata pointing to a chronological framework within 
the last quarter of the 1st century and the begining of 
the 2nd century AD.

3.2 South Gaulish sigillata (SGS)

SGS must have started to arrive at the site during Clau-
dian reign or slightly earlier although there is no pre-
cise stratigraphic data to support this. La Graufesenque 
production is predominant and most of the forms have 
a quite vast chronological scope, such as the cup Drag. 
27, and the plates Drag. 18 and 15/17, that is a majority 
in the inventory (fig. 8-10 and tab. 4 and 6).

The relatively more significant presence of earlier 
forms such as Drag. 24/25, Ritt. 8, Ritt. 9 and Drag. 17 
that are about 18% of all the identified forms (MNV) 
(seen in comparison to their presence in other sites) (fig. 
8, no. 68-75), could be used as an argument in favor 
of an earlier chronology when compared to the num-
ber of vessels belonging to the Flavian services. In fact, 
Drag. 35/36 and decorated Drag. 37, are just 10% of the 
whole assemblage. Also, as will be seen in detail infra, 
from all of the five potters’ stamps, four of them belong 
to potters who have started their production quite early, 
beginning in the Tiberian period. On the other hand, in 
apparent contradiction to what has been mentioned, de-
corated forms and decorative schemes belong mostly to 
the Flavian period with Drag. 37 and with the typical 
motifs of this phase of La Graufesenque (fig. 9).

Unfortunately, some potter’s stamps are truncated 
and are therefore illegible, but in other five examples, 
we could identify the name of the potter: Castus i, Co-
piro, Firmo i, Maccarus and Sabinus iii (fig. 10, tab. 6). 
To evaluate the distribution of these potters we used the 
Samian Research database available on: http://www.
rgzm.de/samian), which was updated with information 
on Iberian Peninsula sites.

Castus i (fig. 10, no. 96) is a pre-Flavian potter that 
laboured from 40 to 70 - the chronology proposed by 
Polak (2000: 199) was confirmed by Genin/Schenck-
-David (2007: 190) - and according to NoTS (=Names 
on Terra Sigillata) its estimated output was of about 
30.000 vessels with the dissemination of his production 
mostly destined to Italy and the Iberian Peninsula (Sa-
mian Research: http://www.rgzm.de/samian). In fact, 
the potter is well known in Spain in Tarraco, Ampurias, 
Valencia, Baelo (Bourgeois and Mayet 1991: nr. 30, 
Planche XXX) and in the capital of the province: Mé-
rida. In the Portuguese assemblages, Castus i was iden-
tified in several sites, such as Monte Molião (Lagos) 

http://www.rgzm.de/samian
http://www.rgzm.de/samian
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(Santos 1971: 352), Torre de Ares (Tavira) (Nolen 
1994: fig 20, ss-58), Represas (Beja) (Lopes 1994: nr. 
2013) Alcácer do Sal (2 examples) (Faria et al. 1987: nr 
28 and 29), Lisbon (Silva 2012: Ol.195, Est. XXVII), 
Braga (Delgado and Santos 1984: 49-69, nr. 7; Morais 
2005: 205, nr. 12) and Monte Mozinho (Carvalho 1993-
94: 91-112, nr. 228).

Another stamp is from Copiro (fig. 10, no. 97), 
though only the letters ...PIRO were preserved. This 
potter, who is supposed to have produced between 
70 and 100 has only 12 stamps in Samian Research 
database and is, mostly known in France, Germany 
and England. In the Iberian Peninsula it was refer-
red in Tossal de Manisses (Ribera i Lacomba 1988-89: 
199, fig. 3) and Baelo Claudia (Bourgeois and Mayet 
1991: nr. 41, Planche XXX) but to our knowledge, no 
other stamp had already been recovered in today Por-
tuguese territory.

The difficulties in establishing the different potters 
signing Firmo was cleared in NOTS and two different 
potters Firmo i and Firmo ii are now proposed. The 
stamp of Firmo i in a Drag. 18 (fig. 8, no. 83), was 
identified with the potter Firmo i from La Graufesen-
que whose production must have started in a quite early 
period, during the Tiberian reign and lasted until 60-
65 (Polak 2000: 227), while according to Genin and 
Schenck-David, the chronology should be extended 
from 15 until 70 AD (2007). A Claudian chronology for 
the Mesas do Castelinho example could be defended, 
based also on typological details of the Drag. 18. Ac-
cording to the Samian Research database, Firmo i was 
previously recognized in Tarragona (2 examples) and in 
Volubilis (Marrocco). Other stamps are known in Baelo 
(Bourgeois and Mayet 1991: nr. 61, Planche XXXI ) 
and in Portugal this potter was previously recovered in 
Represas (Beja) (Lopes 1994: 52, nr. 1930) and in two 
stamps identified in Braga (Morais 2005: 235, nr. 17 
and 18), one of which of Claudian date.

One incomplete stamp where we can read the cha-
racters MACCA (with an uncertain or incomplete last 
letter) belongs to the work of Maccarus (fig. 10, no. 
98), that must have started to produce from the Tibe-
rian period onward but it was in the middle of the 1st 
century that he was most active. According to M. Ge-
nin and J.-C.L. Schenck-David, the stamp of this po-
tter was identified with one of the first workshops at 
La Graufesenque. In this production center, Macca-
rus is supposed to have worked from 15/10 BC un-
til 60/70 AD (Genin and Schenck-David 2007: 216). 
Also considered «(…) one of the most prolific potters 
of the Tiberio-Claudian period at La Graufesenque» 

(Samian Research database: http://www.rgzm.de/sa-
mian), his production was mainly destined to Britannia 
and Gallia. Despite this trend, stamps of this potter are 
known in Baelo, Ampurias and Conimbriga (ibd) and 
its diffusion to Marroco (Banasa) and Algeria (Cher-
chel) is also attested (Polak 2000: 256-257). In Portu-
gal, several stamps of this potter were recognized in 
Lisbon (Silva 2012: Ol.12, Est. II, Ol.197, Est. XX-
VII, Ol.210, Est. XXVIII), Azeitada (Almeirim) (ibd: 
Sc.Ag.12, Est. LXXV) and Eburobritium (Óbidos) 
(ibd: Eb.28, Est. LXXX) and in Braga (Morais 2005: 
nr. 27).

In Mesas do Castelinho there is an example of a 
cup base with a potter stamp of Sabinus (fig. 10, no. 
99), whose production was dated from 50 to 80 AD 
(see Samian database in http://www.rgzm.de/samian). 
M. Polak had previously drawn attention to the fact 
that the stamps with Sabinus had a wide chronology 
(from 45 until 100 AD), suggesting that it should be 

Frags MNV

SGS Ritt. 8 4 3

Ritt. 9 2 1

Drag. 24/25 17 17

Drag. 27 27 20

Drag. 18 25 21

Drag. 17 1 1

Drag. 15/17 24 13

Drag. 35 1 1

Drag. 35/36 2 2

Drag. 29 10 5

Drag. 30 9 7

Drag. 37 14 7

Undeterm. 4 4

Total 140 102

potter legible 5 5

stamp ilegible 7 7

Table 4. Distribution of South Gaulish sigillata forms 
in Mesas do Castelinho (Almodôvar).
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Figure 8. South Gaulish sigillata from Mesas do Castelinho potters’ stamps.
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Figure 9. South Gaulish sigillata from Mesas do Castelinho decorated forms.
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the work of two different potters (Polak 2000: 313). In 
fact, in the stamp from Mesas there is the abbreviation 
for the officina with the letter O, followed by SABIN, 
a feature that places this stamp in the earliest group of 
this series of production: between 50-80 AD. Since the 
distinction of the different potters Sabinus is relatively 
recent it becomes more difficult to see its distribution 
when considering the previously published material. 
The potter is represented among the Torre de Ares (Ta-
vira) material (Viegas 2011: 318, Est. 19, nr. 124), S. 
Cucufate (Vidigueira) (Alarcão et al. 1990), Lisbon 
(Silva 2012: Ol.16 Est. III, Ol.56, Est. X, Ol.144, Est. 
XIX, Ol.349, Est. XLVIII, Ol.347, Est. XLIX), Bri-
teiros (Guimarães) (Oleiro 1951: 225-229) and Braga 
(Morais 2005: nr. 54-57) (with 5 examples). In Spain 
the potter is well represented in Baelo (with 5 exam-
ples) (Bourgeois and Mayet 1991: nr. 162-165, Plan-
che. XXXII ) and in Marrocco (Laubenheimer 1979: 
99-225). M. Genin and J.-L. Schenck-David (2007) 
state that the potter was active between 50-100/110 
AD.

Considering the whole series of potters’ stamps we 
could certify that most of them are from the pre-Flavian 
period, confirming that the first imports of La Graufe-
senque products must have occurred in Tiberius-Clau-
dian reign. It should be stressed that the site is being 
supplied by the products from La Graufesenque in a 
quite early period as was documented by the presence 
of potter stamps of Firmo and Maccarus. On the other 
hand, one should stress that when evaluating the pat-
tern of imports of SGS to a specific site, potters stamps 
should not be seen alone. In fact, there should be a spe-
cial attention to all aspects of the production, such as 
plain and decorated forms as well as the potters’ stamps 
as they often show apparent contradictory trends when 
seen separately.

Decorated forms are represented by the most com-
mon types: Drag 29, 30 and 37 (fig. 9). Despite being 
incomplete, the decorative schemes and the motifs pic-
tured in some fragments allowed the identification of 
different phases of La Graufesenque production. Al-
most in all of the examples of Drag. 29, the decoration 
didn’t survive or was poorly preserved and the only 
part that was visible was the row of beads. Best pre-
served decoration in Drag. 29 (fig. 9, no. 92) shows the 
upper part of the bowl with a frieze of bifoliated lea-
ves and rosettes followed by the cordon with the row of 
beads in both sides. In the lower part of the form, ano-
ther incomplete bifoliated frieze was preserved. Both 
the moulding and the carinated profile suggest an early 
Flavian piece.

The cylindrical bowl Drag. 30 is quite frequent 
and one example (fig. 9, no. 87) shows the lower li-
mit of the ovolo frieze and the panel decoration with 
plant-derived motifs or circles that include an ani-
mal (bear?). Concerning the line of ovolo, the motif is 
close to type NN, possibly from Marinus, (Dannel et 
al. 1998: 80 and 82). This decorative scheme is simi-
lar to the one used by potter Germanus i whose pro-
duction is dated from the Neronian phase (Mees 1995: 
Tafel 68, nr. 1). Other Drag. 30 fragment (fig. 9, no. 
88) shows two gladiators and was possibly the work of 
Aquitanus or Masclus, dating from the third quarter of 
the 1st century AD (Mees 1995: Tafel 1.3). The same 
motif was used also by Severus iii, dated from 70-90 
and was found in one Drag. 37 of the Atkinson Pom-
peian hoard (Dzwiza 2004: Tafel XII, nr. 83). In two 
quite small fragments of another Drag. 30 (fig. 9, no. 
90) we identified a possible panel decoration scheme 
with a vertical foliated line, bordered by undulated li-
nes (not illustrated).

One Drag. 37 (fig. 9, no. 94) displays the line of 
ovolo with tripartite tongue, close to type SJ that was 
attributed to Sulpicius (Dannel et al. 1998: 80 and 84), 
a potter that is dated from 80 to 110 AD (Polak 2000: 
339-340). In another example of the same form (fig. 
9, no. 95), the line of ovolo seems to be close to SB 
type, attributed to potter Mommo, dating from 70-90 
(Dannel et al. 1998) and the scheme is difficult to de-
termine though it could be formed by medals or undula-
ted scroll. One of the latest examples of this form Drag. 
37 (fig. 9, no. 93) shows a decoration that was impossi-
ble to reproduce formed by the lower members of a sa-
tyre and also of another character (possibly Bacchus), 
motifs that are usually present in the work of Biragillus, 
a potter dated from the Domician-Trajan period (Mees 
1995: est. 11-14; Tilhard 2004: 436). In a very small 
fragment of a Drag. 37, only the vertical bifoliated line 
bordered by undulated lines was preserved and could 
be part of another zonal decoration of Flavian chrono-
logy (MC 6053, not illustrated).

We weren’t able to propose any classification for 
other fragments as is the case with nr 91 in fig. 9 that 
presents a scheme also difficult to determine as it is so 
poorly preserved. There is a possibility that it is a plan-
t-derived motif with circles that include animals (an ea-
gle and a wild boar). The eagle seems to be identical 
to the one in the Pompeian Atkinson box (see Dzwiza 
2004). Also, an identical composition and eagle poin-
çon is seen in the work of Passienus (Mees 1995: Tafel 
158, nr. 1, 89, in this example the lower part of a Drag. 
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29), a potter who was active in the decades of 60-80. 
Poor moulding of the piece also denotes a Flavian date.

According to the chronology proposed for the de-
corated fragments, which was based on the forms iden-
tified and in the decorations schemes or the motifs 
represented, we believe that most of them fall in the 
Flavian period.

We should also note that in the SGS assemblage, 
formed by 103 (MNV) only two pieces are marbled 
(one Drag. 27 and one Drag. 18) which is a relatively 
small number when compared to sites such as the Ro-
man towns in the Algarve region where the proportion 
of marbled sigillata is higher (Viegas 2011). In fact, 
the percentage of marbled sigillata in Faro and Castro 
Marim is 7,04% and 5,4% (respectively), while in San-
tarém or Alcacer do Sal is only 2% (Viegas 2013: 271).

3.2.1. Contextual data for South Gaulish sigillata

Concerning the complex stratigraphy in Mesas do 
Castelinho and the contexts where SGS was retrie-
ved we observed that from the 219 fragments, 123 
had their provenience in surface layers with an im-
portant part of them being originated in the cleaning 
the surface of a stratigraphic section visible on the 
site in the early 1990’s. One should notice that top 
layers in these sectors are of medieval Islamic chro-
nology and have deeply disturbed the previous occu-
pation levels.

From a stratigraphic point of view, the data on SGS 
that we could determine, indicates the presence of this 
fineware in the abandonment levels of the site, in asso-
ciation with Hispanic sigillata, a reality that is particu-
larly visible in sector B (as is the case with US [421], 
[443] or [458]). In fact, most of the pieces come from 
abandonment layers of previously remodeled Early im-
perial buildings.

SGS typological data points to the beginning of 
the imports from Gaul in the Tiberian or early Clau-
dian period but unfortunately we haven’t identi-
fied stratigraphic data of the Claudian period and it 
seems that some of the Republican/Augustan buil-
dings in sector B3 and B2 might still be in use at 
this phase. On the other hand, we know that this pe-
riod corresponds to the moment when the sigillata 
imports to Mesas do Castelinho clearly start to de-
crease. In this case, we could only confirm the chro-
nologies previously proposed by the directors of the 
research project, that point to the abandonment of the 
urban center at the end of the 1st or the beginning of 

the 2nd century AD. In fact, some of the decorated 
SGS fragments point to a chronology of the Domi-
cian-Trajan period.

3.3.  HISPANIC SIGILLATA AND 
PEÑAFLOR TYPE SIGILLATA

In the last phase of occupation of the site, Hispanic si-
gillata was also consumed, mainly from the last decade 
of the 1st century AD onward, when the last imports of 
SGS were still arriving at the site (fig. 11, tab. 5 and 6). 
HS is represented by the workshops of Andújar from 
the Baetican province, as well as the production of Tri-
tium workshops in the Tarraconensis. The Peñaflor 
type sigillata (“sigillata de imitación tipo Peñaflor”) 
was also recovered. Discussion on the correct designa-
tion of this production is an ongoing issue (Fernández 
et al. 2014: 56-71), as besides Peñaflor (Celti) (Keay et 

Frags MNV

Tricio/ Ritt. 8 2 2

Andújar Drag. 24/25 10 10

HS Drag. 27 33 17

Drag. 18 18 13

Drag. 15/17 2 2

Drag. 36 3 2

Drag. 35/36 1 1

Hisp. 17 A 1 1

Drag. 29 1 1

Drag. 29/37 1 1

Undeterm. 5 5

Sub total 77 55

Peñaflor Martinez Ia 1 1

Martinez IIb/c 1 1

Martinez IIIa 1 1

Undeterm. 6 4

Sub total 9 7

Total 86 62

Table 5. Hispanic sigillata and Peñaflor type sigillata 
from Mesas do Castelinho.
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al. 2001), this type of sigillata has also been produced 
in Córdova (Vargas and Moreno 2004), Andújar (Ruiz 
Montes 2013), Cádis (Bustamante and López 2014), 
and possibly Mérida (Jerez Linde 2004).

Seen together these productions (HS and Peñaflor) 
are 19,2% of the total assemblage of terra sigillata in 
the site and show a clear depreciation on the purchasing 
capacity of the population in Mesas do Castelinho, that 
will lead finally to the abandonment of the site.

Peñaflor type was identified in Mesas do Casteli-
nho assemblage enlarging the distribution map of this 
production that was disseminated from different pro-
duction centers identified in the Guadalquivir valley 
and the Cadix region, reaching several sites in sou-
thern Portugal (see Viegas forthcoming for updated 
information), the town of Lisbon (Ribeiro 2010: 77; 
Bugalhão et al. 2013; Santos 2016) though always in 
quite reduced quantities. Most of the forms were ins-
pired by early Italian sigillata types but also in Pom-
peian red slip ware, as well as in forms of thin-walled 
ware. Their chronology extends from the Augustan 
until the Flavian period. Due to the poor preservation 
of most of the fragments for most of them we we-
ren’t able to identify the form. Diagnosed types are 
the plates Martínez II and IIIa and the cup Martínez 
Ia which, as was mentioned above, was recovered in 
the specific Late Augustan context in sector B3. This 
fact should be highlighted since most of the Peñaflor 
type sigillata recovered in other sites wasn’t part of 

a homogenous context as was the case in Mesas do 
Castelinho.

A reflection should be made concerning the ITS 
forms that have inspired Peñaflor type sigillata. In sou-
thern Portugal these types are mostly represented by the 
cups Martínez types I (a and b variant) and the plates 
Martínez II (a and b) which are well represented in the 
urban sites in Southern Portugal; though the most com-
mon form is, by far, the one based in the Pompeian red 
slip ware dish (Martínez III type, and its variants) (Vie-
gas 2011). It should be stressed that this form is used 
in the context of the tableware and the consumption of 
food since none of the pieces has any sign of having 
been exposed to fire for the preparation of food, as ha-
ppens with the Italian prototypes.

Although is not easy to find the key to understand 
what might have motivated the local potters, (mostly 
located in the Guadalquivir valley), to produce such 
forms inspired in the Italian type sigillata and those that 
follow the Pompeian red slip ware, it’s true that a pre-
vious pre-Roman and Late Republican tradition of the 
Kouass ware seems to have provided the know–how 
to allow the manufacture of fine table red slip wares as 
M. Bustamante and E. López have recently defended 
(2014). In this context, these imitations could be inter-
preted as a clear testimony of an early adaptation of lo-
cal potters to Roman Italian forms used in tableware, in 
a phase when the Italian sigillata imports were not so 
abundant yet. In fact, one should see these types as a 

Figure 10. South Gaulish sigillata from Mesas do Castelinho potters’ stamps.
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response to the early impact of the circulation of Italian 
sigillata in southern Lusitanian sites. These Penãflor 
type plates and cups seem to copy forms of the service 
I of Haltern, that are relatively rare and that announce 
the following arrival of the most frequent forms of the 
service II of Haltern that are relatively common in most 
of the southern sites.

Most of the repertoire of forms of HS from Tritium 
and Andújar is similar to what is usually recovered in 
Lusitanian sites, with a majority of Drag. 27, followed 

by type 18, 24/25, 15/17 and 35/36, that are direct des-
cendants of SGS types (Fig. 11). Typical Hispanic 
forms are reduced to one fragment of form 17 that 
could be integrated in the B variant, dated from the 
Vespasian period (fig. 11, no. 106) (Bustamante 2013: 
79-82). Note that in some previous publications the 
same form was integrated in type Ludowici Tb. Most 
of the forms are represented by small fragments, but 
whenever the type is better preserved and the variant 
of the form could be established it belonged to the 

Figure 11. Hispanic sigillata, Peñaflor type sigillata and Late Phocaean red slip ware from Mesas do Castelinho  
(plain forms 1:3, potters’ stamp 1:1).
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variants that could be integrated in the Flavian period 
or the beginning of the 2nd century, as is the case for 
the form 8 or 27 (fig. 11, no. 102, 107 and 108) (ibd: 
72-77 and 95-98). Decorated forms are rare and badly 
preserved (not illustrated) and there are no fragments 
with the typical motifs of concentric circles usually 
attributed to the 2nd century AD. There are two potter 
stamps in HS, but one is unfortunately unreadable. In 
the other, we could read ... F FVSCVS with the C rec-
tograde that was attributed to the potter Fuscus i from 
Bezares/Tricio workshops in Tarraconensis (Mayet 
1984: nr. 227). We were not able to determine the full 
extent of this potters’ diffusion apparently unknown 
in the Portuguese collections but another potter stamp 
was identified in Carteia (Beltrán 1990: 114).

As said before, the presence of this quite small per-
centage of HS is a testimony of the decline of the site 
that could be related to the degradation on the purcha-
sing capacity of the population and consequence of the 
progressive abandonment of Mesas do Castelinho.

3.3.1. Contextual data for Hispanic sigillata 
and Peñaflor type sigillata

The main observations made for SGS could be repea-
ted here also concerning the archaeological context for 
HS. In fact, most of the fragments recovered are prove-
nient from the surface layers of the site, in sector B1-3 
but also in B4. These are disturbed layers where occa-
sionally Islamic presence is noted.

Apart from surface layers, HS is represented, in sec-
tor B3, in the abandonment layers that cover the last 
construction phases dated from Early Roman period 
(e.g. SU [421] and [444] are good examples), usually 
associated with SGS imports.

Considering that we should expect the beginning 
of HS imports to have occured from the Vespasian 
period onward and knowing that the definitive aban-
donment of the site must have taken place in the end 
on the 1st century AD, there is a quite limited time 
span for the consumption and discard of this category 
of sigillata in Mesas do Castelinho. In a certain way 
this also helps to explain its relatively low percen-
tage being only 19,2%. As seen above, this contex-
tual data cannot provide new perspectives concerning 
the chronology of the early phases of the diffusion of 
Hispanic sigillata, since the stratigraphy of this pe-
riod is marked by the abandonment of the site toge-
ther with important disturbance due to the Islamic 
settlement.

4. FINAL REMARKS

The confrontation of sigillata pattern of import of Me-
sas do Castelinho should be done firstly with the coas-
tal sites of the Algarve, location from which the site 
must have been supplied. A comparison with Faro 
(Ossonoba) is, however, rather limited as the ITS as-
semblage is formed by a relatively small set of 27 indi-
viduals (yet diversified) (Viegas 2011: 130-138). Torre 
de Ares – Tavira (Balsa) and Castro Marim (Baesuri) 
offer a good standard of comparison when we intend to 
evaluate the distribution of this ceramic category, espe-
cially the latter, given the location of this urban center 
in the lower course of the Guadiana river (ibd: 292-
297). In fact, if we consider that this river would have 
been an important penetration route to the interior of 
Alentejo, Castro Marim could provide important clues 
to the understanding of the distribution of such mate-
rial. On the other hand, the observation and analysis 
is limited by the difficulty to compare the patterns of 
import in Mesas with those from Mértola, the Roman 
city that might have played the role of redistribution 
center for the region where Mesas do Castelinho is lo-
cated. Unfortunately, the High Empire Roman occupa-
tion of Mértola (Myrtilis) is not so well known and it 
is not possible to assess the consumption patterns pre-
sent in this site. As already mentioned it should be em-
phasized the fact that the monetary findings in Mesas 
show the close relationship between Mesas do Casteli-
nho and Myrtilis.

Exploring another line of research, we can also 
make a comparison of the profile of import of Mesas 
with the one in other urban centers from more distant 
areas. In this context, we selected sites like Miróbriga, 
(Santiago do Cacém), Salacia (Alcácer do Sal), in the 
valley of the Sado and Scallabis (Santarém), on the Ta-
gus valley, as urban centers integrated in this broader 
region of south-central Portuguese territory.

Based on the assemblages of ITS known in the Por-
tuguese territory we were able to delineate some distri-
bution trends about the circulation of these products in 
one hand, and to confirm other lines of interpretation 
that were previously outlined.

In fact, the first imports of ITS, testified by the 
forms Consp. 1, Consp. 12 e 14 and the radial stamps 
are present, though in small quantities, in coastal ur-
ban centers, such as Castro Marim (ancient Baesuris) in 
the mouth of the Guadiana river (Viegas 2011). Further 
north, the Roman towns in the Sado and Tejo valley 
imported more significant assemblages of earlier ITS. 
Examples of this phase are also the urban contexts in 
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Table 6. Potters’ stamps and grafitti on Italian, South Gaulish and Hispanic sigillata. Oxé, Comfort, Kenrick  
(= OCK); Names On Terra Sigillata (= NOTS) in Samian database (https://www1.rgzm.de/samian).

fig. and no. Potter’s name reading
Samian Research 

database
OCK /NOTS

Origin Date Form/ position

fig. 7, no. 58
C. ANNIVS, 
slave GEME-

LLVS

GEME/
C·ANI OCK 147.2. Arezzo 15 BC +

Internal stamp on a 
base of cup Consp. 
B 4.2

fig. 5, no. 36 ATEIVS (2)
radial …EI OCK

267.26 Arezzo 15 – 5 BC
Internal stamp on a 
base of plate Consp. 
B 1.3

fig. 5, no. 37
ATEIVS (3) 

(?)
in planta pedis

AT ? OCK 268.140 Pisa 5 BC –  
AD 25

Internal stamp in 
a Base of possible 
Consp. 28.

fig. 5, no. 38
C. 

PAC(IDEIVS) 
PAR( )

C·PA ?/·PAR OCK
1367.2.

Central Italy 
?

15 BC -  
5 AD

Internal stamp of a 
cup Consp. B 2.10

fig. 7, no. 62 M. PEREN-
NIVS (4) M·PER OCK1390.4 Arezzo 15 BC -  

AD 60

Intradecorative stamp 
on a chalice Consp. R 
4.2.1

fig. 5, no. 39 M. PEREN-
NIVS (4) MPER OCK1391.44 Arezzo 20 BC -  

AD 20

Internal stamp on a 
base of cup Consp. B 
3.9.

fig. 5, no. 40

Potter stamp 
of C. VI-

BIENVS (2)
in planta pedis

CVBE OCK 2373.66 Arezzo 1 – 50 AD
Internal stamp on a 
base of cup Consp. 
B 4.6

fig. 5, no. 41
Potter stamp 
C. ANNIVS, 

slave Orbius ?

OR.../ 
C.ANN... — ITS —

Internal stamp on un-
determined form

fig. 5, no. 42 Incomplete 
potter stamp CV… — ITS —

Internal stamp on a 
base of a cup Consp. 
B 4.7.

fig. 5, no. 43
Incomplete 
potter stamp

in planta pedis
CFA ? — ITS —

Internal stamp on a 
base of Consp. 33.
grafito CA outside the 
base of a cup.

fig. 5, no. 44 Incomplete 
potter stamp …I — ITS —

Internal stamp on the-
base of a cup.

fig. 5, no. 45 No stamp — — ITS —
External grafito with 
NA scratched on the 
base of a cup

fig. 5, no. 46 No stamp — — ITS —
Internal grafito on the 
base of a cup

fig. 10, no. 96 Castus i CAST… NOTS Nr 42260, 
17

La Graufe-
senque 40 - 70 AD Internal stamp undeter-

mined form

https://www1.rgzm.de/samian
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Santarém (ancient Scallabis) in the Tejo estuary (Vie-
gas 2003) and Alcácer do Sal (ancient Salacia), where 
the percentage of pieces of the service I of Haltern is 
significantly higher (Viegas 2014: 755-764, with Bi-
bliography of earlier studies by other authors).

In the upper Alentejo region, there is a series of si-
tes that can also be integrated in this early phase and 
that, in some cases have had a military function rela-
ted to the logistic support and to the consolidation of 
the province of Lusitania. Sites like Castelo da Lousa 
(Carvalho and Morais 2010: 139-151) and Caladinho 
(Mataloto et al. 2014: 17-43; 2015) share this featu-
res and were mentioned above. One should note that 
the military nature of these sites, including Castelo da 
Lousa, was widely discussed, but we shall not deve-
lop this subject here. Regardless of this fact, it appears 
that the presence of the early forms of ITS in today 
Portuguese territory had a mainly urban and civil cha-
racter. It is in this context that we must also integrate 
the importation of ITS to Mesas do Castelinho. Howe-
ver, it is unwise to dismiss and devalue its association 
to the possible dislocation of military contingents in 
the inland upper Alentejo region, that those sites are 
an example.

In a second phase of the imports, which corres-
ponds to the end of the Augustus reign and that covers 

also the Tiberian period, we have seen, that it coinci-
des with the moment of the major production in the va-
rious production centers of the Italian peninsula with 
large-scale Arretine workshops manufacture. Simulta-
neously, in the context of the Iberian Peninsula and 
more specifically the Portuguese territory, this phase is 
contemporary to the period of the creation and conso-
lidation of the province of Lusitania and the establish-
ment of the urban and road network and is the period 
of greatest importation and consumption of the Italian 
production.

In Mesas do Castelinho it was possible to reco-
ver a rare consumption context related to the remode-
ling of a particular area of the site (sector B3), with 
a well preserved and homogenous context dated from 
the late Augustan period. The association of Italian si-
gillata imports to Baetican amphora commerce (Hal-
tern 70, Dressel 20, Dressel 7/11 and Beltrán 2B) could 
also be established both for Mesas do Castelinho and 
the coastal towns in the Algarve, such as Baesuri, (Cas-
tro Marim), Ossonoba (Faro) and Balsa (Torre de Ares) 
(Viegas 2011).

In this regional context, the Baetican town of Cadix 
must have had a crucial role in the commercialization 
of the Italian products, the town acting as a logis-
tics platform and main redistribution center towards 

fig. and no. Potter’s name reading
Samian Research 

database
OCK /NOTS

Origin Date Form/ position

Fig. 10, no. 97 Copiro ...PIRO NOTS Nr 50450, 
1a

La Graufe-
senque

70 –  
100 AD

Internal stamp undeter-
mined form

Fig. 8, no. 83 Firmo i FIRMO NOTS Nr 63324
9- b

La Graufe-
senque

AD 30 – 
60?

Internal stamp on 
Drag. 18.

fig. 10, no. 98 Maccarus i OF·MACCAI
NOTS Nr

83744
13- j

La Graufe-
senque 30-65 AD Internal stamp on a 

possible Drag. 27

fig. 10, no. 99 Sabinus iii O·SABIN
...

NOTS Nr 124922
19- b

La Graufe-
senque 50 – 80 AD Internal stamp on a 

possible Drag. 27

fig. 8, no. 78
Incomplete /

truncated pot-
ter stamp

LA — South of Gaul — Internal stamp on a 
possible Drag 27

fig. 11, no. 109 Fuscus FFVSCVS Mayet, 1984: 137, 
nr 217

Bezares
Tricio —

Undetermined form.
Stamp with C retro-
grade

— Unreadable 
potter stamp — — HS — Undetermined form
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the southwestern Lusitania. From there, ITS imports 
would supply major Lusitanian urban centers such as 
Baesuri, Myrtilis and Ossonoba. Roman Hispalis (to-
day Seville) must have been also relevant, considering 
the importance of the products supplied by the Guadal-
quivir region, following a long-term tradition of pot-
tery production (table and common ware) together with 
foodstuff (olive oil and wine products) transported in 
amphorae.

Commercial dynamics of today Huelva region 
(Onuba Aestuarina) should also be valorized in the 
context of redistribution when addressing the circula-
tion of products in today Algarve in early imperial pe-
riod (Campos, Vidal and Bermejo 2012).

The first SGS imports to the site must have begun 
in a moment when local population was still acquiring 
ITS. From the Claudian period onward we believe that 
the SGS must have imposed definitely in the markets. 
This period corresponds to the gradual decrease of the 
activity on the site. Despite this fact, the amount of 
SGS is relevant and allowed the identification of trends 
that seem discordant. Plain forms and potter stamps are 
mostly related to the earlier pre-Flavian phases of La 
Graufesenque and, in apparent contradiction, decorated 
fragments report a strong presence for designs and de-
corative schemes of the later Flavian phases.

HS has a minor proportion and were the last impor-
ted tableware to the site that was abandoned in the end 

of the 1st or the beginning of the 2nd century AD. Apart 
from a few examples, most of the Hispanic sigillata 
that has arrived to Mesas do Castelinho, (either from 
Tritium or the Guadalquivir valley), could be contem-
porary to the later Flavian/Vespasian SGS. There is no 
further evidence of the occupation of the 2nd century 
onward except for a fragment of ARS A form Hayes 9 

A that was recovered in surface layers and is usually da-
ted from the second half of that century. The sole exam-
ple of Late Phocaean Red Slip ware form Hayes 3D is 
the proof that despite being abandoned for quite a long 
period of time, the site may have occasionally been at-
tended in a moment around the third quarter of the 5th 
century. The final Islamic occupation of the site took 
place from the 9-10th until the 12th century.

Comparing this profile of imports to those of other 
sites, based on the percentual distribution of terra si-
gillata during the Early Empire, (fig. 12) we can clearly 
see that the situation in Mesas do Castelinho is of a gra-
dual and progressive abandonment of the site, very di-
fferent from what was observed for the same period, 
for example in Castro Marim (ancient Baesuri). In this 
town, the relevant percentage of SGS shows that prior 
to its definitive abandonment which occurred suddenly, 
the urban center was still capable of purchasing signifi-
cant amounts of SGS. Considering the sigillata imports 
in several urban contexts during the High Empire it 
was very interesting also to observe that the percentual 
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distribution of sigillata in Mesas do Castelinho follows 
an identical profile as in Santarém, although the causes 
of their loss of importance, dated from the Augustan pe-
riod onward, were quite different. In the case of Mesas 
do Castelinho, the new political and administrative or-
ganization, determined the development of other urban 
centers in the region and established a different road 
network in the recently created province of Roman Lu-
sitania “condemning Mesas do Castelinho to a periphe-
ral condition” (Fabião and Guerra 2010). In Santarém, 
the causes could have been related to the increasing im-
portance of Lisbon, leaving to a second plan the capital 
of the conventus scallabitanus. Also, we have also pro-
posed that the main functions of the town could have 
been displaced to a location closer to the port area, near 
the river, although unfortunately this evidence wasn’t 
produced yet (Viegas 2003).

Considering the complex stratigraphy and site for-
mation process we must understand that the general 
overview of the economic dynamics that is now propo-
sed is based on significative areas of Mesas do Casteli-
nho allowing historical reading of its evolution during 
Early Roman Empire.
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jos Prieto, M. (2014): “Imitaciones de terra sigillata 
en Hispania durante el Alto Imperio (épocas augustea 
y julio claudia)”, in R. Morais, A. Fernandez and M. 
J. Sousa (eds), As produções cerâmica de imitação na 
Hispânia. Actas do II Congresso Internacional da SE-
CAH. Ex Officina Hispana II: 43-74. Braga (2013), 
Porto, Faculdade de Letras da Universidade do Porto.

Genin, M.; Schenk-David, J.-L. (2007): “Les Timbres”, 
in M. Genin (dir.), La Graufesenque (Millau, Ave-
yron), 2. Les sigillées lises et autres productions. 
Études d’Archéologie urbaine. Talence, Federation 
Aquitania.

Guerra, A. and Fabião, C. (1993): “Uma fortificação 
Omíada em Mesas do Castelinho (Almodôvar)”. 
Arqueologia Medieval 2: 85-102.

Guerra, A. and Fabião, C. (2002): “Mesas do Castel-
inho, Almodôvar: Uma fortificação rural islâmica 
do Baixo Alentejo”, in I. C. F. Fernandes (coord.), 
Mil Anos de Fortificações na Península Ibérica e no 
Magreb (500-1500). Actas do Simpósio Internacio-
nal sobre Castelos: 171-176. Palmela (2000), Lis-
boa, Colibri, Câmara Municipal de Palmela.



126 CATARINA VIEGAS

SPAL 28.1 (2019): 97-129 ISSN: 1133-4525  ISSN-e: 2255-3924
http://dx.doi.org/10.12795/spal.2019.i28.05

Hayes, J. W. (1972): Late Roman Pottery. London, Bri-
tish School at Rome.

Hayes, J. W. (1985) “Sigillate Orientale”, in Atlante 
delle forme ceramiche, ceramica fina romana nel 
Bacino del Mediterraneo. Tardo elenismo e Primo 
Impero II: 9-95. Roma, Istituto della Enciclopedia 
Italiana.

Hanut, F. (2004): “La terre sigillée italique et les hori-
zons augustéens dans le Nord de la Gaule”, in J. Po-
blom; P. Talloen; R. Brulet and M. Waelkens, Early 
Italian sigillata: The chronological Framework and 
Trade Patterns: 157-203. Leuven. Peeters.

Jerez Linde, J.M. (2004): “La T.S. Hispánica precoz o 
Tipo Peñaflor, su incidencia en el territorio emeri-
tense y dos marcas inéditas del M.N.A.R. de Mé-
rida”. Anas 17: 161-178.

Keay, S.; Creighton, J. and Remesal Rodríguez, J. 
(2001): Celti (Peñaflor). La Arqueología de una 
ciudad hispanorromana en la Baetica: Prospeccio-
nes y Excavaciones 1987-1992. Arqueología Mono-
grafías. Sevilla, Junta de Andalucía. (CD-Rom).

Lopes, M. C. (1994): A sigillata de Represas (Colecção 
F. Nunes Ribeiro). Tratamento informático. Coim-
bra, Faculdade de Letras de Coimbra, Instituto de 
Arqueologia.

Nolen, J. U. S. (1994): Cerâmicas e Vidros de Torre de 
Ares, Balsa, incluindo o espólio ósseo e medieval. 
Lisbon, Instituto Português de Museus.

Maia, M. A. F. G. P. (1974): “Notas sobre a terra si-
gillata do Manuel Galo (Mértola). Enquadramento 
cronológico”, in Actas das II Jornadas Arqueológi-
cas 2: 157-174. Lisboa (1973), Lisboa, Associação 
dos Arqueólogos Portugueses.

Maia, M. A. F. (1987): Romanização do Território hoje 
português a Sul do Tejo. Contribuição para a aná-
lise do processo de assimilação e integração socio 
cultural. 210-14 d.C. PhD dissertation, University 
of Lisbon. Unpublished.

Mayet, F. (1984): Les céramiques sigillées Hispani-
ques: contribution à l’histoire économique de la 
Péninsule Iberique sous l’Empire Romain. (Co-
llection de la Maison des Pays Ibériques; 21). Bor-
deaux, Publications du Centre Pierre Paris.

Mataloto, R.; Williams, J. and Roque, C. (2014): “… e 
dahí desceo a dar-lhe batalha…”: a ocupação pré-
romana e a romanização da região da Serra d’Ossa 
(Alentejo Central, Portugal)”, in R. Mataloto; 
V. Mayoral and C. Roque (eds.), E. Salas (coord. 
cient.), La gestación de los paisajes rurales entre la 
protohistoria y el período romano. Formas de asen-
tamiento y procesos de implantación: 17-43. Anejos 

de Archivo Español de Arqueología LXX. Mérida, 
Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas.

Mataloto, R. and Williams, J. (2015): “Terra sigillata 
itálica from Caladinho (Redondo, Portugal)”, in J. 
C. Quaresma and J. Marques (coord.), Contextos 
estratigráficos na Lusitania (do Alto Império à An-
tiguidade tardia). Monografias AAP 1: 13-24. Lis-
boa, Associação dos Arqueólogos Portugueses.

Morais, R. (2005): Autarcia e comércio em Bracara 
Augusta. Contributo para o estudo económico da 
cidade no período Alto-Imperial. (Bracara Augusta. 
Escavações Arqueológicas 2). Braga, Unidade de 
Arqueologia da Universidade do Minho.

Oleiro J. M. B. (1951): “A terra sigillata. A propósito de 
algumas marcas de oficinas sud-gálicas encontradas 
em Portugal“, in Actas del IV Congreso Arqueoló-
gico del Sudeste: 225-229. Cartagena (1949), Zara-
goza. Cátedra de Arqueologia, Epigrafia y Numis-
mática de la Universidad de Zaragoza.

Oxé, A.; Comfort, H. and Kenrick, P. (2000): Corpus 
Vasorum Arretinorum. A Catalogue of the signatu-
res, shapes and chronology of italian sigillata. An-
tiquitas 3, 41. Bonn, Habelt.

Parreira, J. (2009): As ânforas romanas de Mesas do 
Castelinho. MA dissertion in Archaeology, Univer-
sity of Lisbon (Lisbon 2009) Unpublished. Availa-
ble at [http://hdl.handle.net/10451/446].

Polak, M. (2000): South Gaulish Terra sigillata with 
potter’s stamps from Vechten. Rei Cretariae Roma-
nae Fautorum Acta – Supplementum 9. Nijmegen, 
Katholieke Universiteit Nijmegen.

Porten Palange, F. P. (2004): Katalog der Punzenmo-
tive in der arretinischen Reliefkeramik Römisch-
Germanisches Zentralmuseum, Forschungsinstitut 
für Vor- und Frühgeschichte. Mainz/Bonn, Verlag 
des Romisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseums.

Quaresma, J. C. (2012): Economia antiga a partir de 
um centro de consumo lusitano. Estudos & Memó-
rias 4. Lisboa, UNIARQ.

Ribeiro, F. N. (1958): “Terra sigillata encontrada nas 
Represas (Beja), I-II. Marcas de oleiro”. Arquivo de 
Beja 15: 71-121.

Ribeiro, I. S. A. A. (2010): A terra sigillata hispânica 
da Praça da Figueira. MA dissertation. Faculdade 
de Ciências Sociais e Humanas, University Nova of 
Lisbon. Unpublished.

Ribera i Lacomba, A. (1988-89): “Marcas de Terra 
Sigillata del Tossal de Manises”. Lucentum 7-8: 
171-204.

Ruiz Montes, P. (2013): “Una serie de cerámicas tipo 
Peñaflor producida en los Villares de Andújar”, 



127TERRA SIGILLATA TRADE IN MESAS DO CASTELINHO (ALMODÔVAR-PORTUGAL): PATTERN…

SPAL 28.1 (2019): 97-129ISSN: 1133-4525  ISSN-e: 2255-3924
http://dx.doi.org/10.12795/spal.2019.i28.05

in D. Bernal; L.C. Juan; M. Bustamante; J.J. Díaz 
and A.M. Sáez (eds.), Hornos, talleres y focos de 
producción alfarera en Hispania, I Congreso In-
ternacional de la SECAH Ex officina hispana. 
Monografías de la Sociedad de Estudios de la 
Cerámica Antigua en Hispania II: 245-248. Cádiz 
(2011), Cádiz, Universidad de Cádiz.

Santos, M. L. E. V. A. dos (1971): Arqueologia Romana 
do Algarve. Associação dos Arqueólogos Portugue-
ses 1. Lisboa, Associação dos Arqueólogos Portu-
gueses.

Santos, A. B. (2016): A Terra Sigillata e a cerâmica de 
cozinha africana do Edifício Sede do Banco de Por-
tugal (Lisboa). MA dissertation. Faculdade de Le-
tras de Lisboa. Unpublished. Available at: [http://
hdl.handle.net/10451/24534]

Sepúlveda, E.; Fernandes, L. (2012):  “Um cálice em 
terra sigillata de tipo itálico encontrado na zona ri-
beirinha de Lisboa”. Revista Portuguesa de Arqueo-
logia. 15: 139-154.

Sepúlveda, E.; Mata, V. and Ferreira, M. (2013): “O Es-
pólio da encosta do Lado Ocidental do Castelo de 
Alcácer do Sal (LOCAS) Alentejo, Portugal. A terra 
sigillata de tipo itálico decorada e marcas de oleiro 
II”. Espacio, Tiempo y Forma, Serie II, H. Antigua 
26: 371- 409.

Silva, R. M. A. B. (2012): As «Marcas de Oleiro» na 
terra sigillata e a circulação dos vasos na Penín-
sula de Lisboa. PhD dissertation. University Nova 
of Lisbon. Unpublished.

Teichner, F. (2008): Entre tierra y mar – Zwischen 
Land und Meer. Arquitectura y economía en el sur 
de la Lusitania romana – Architektur und Wirts-
caftweise im Süden der römischen Provinz Lusita-
nien. Studia Lusitania 3. Mérida, Museo Nacional 
de Arte Romano.

Tilhard, J.-L. (2004): Les céramiques sigillées du Haut-
Empire à Poitiers d’aprés les estampilles et les dé-
cors moulés. SFECAG Supll. 2. Marseille, SFECAG.

Vargas Cantos, S. and Moreno Almenara. M. (2004): 
“Nuevas perspectivas para el estudio de la cerá-
mica de imitación tipo Peñaflor en la Colonia Patri-
cia Corduba”, in D. Bernal and L. Lagóstena (eds.), 
Figlina Baeticae. Talleres alfareros y produccio-
nes cerámicas en la Bética romana (ss. II a.C.-VII 
d.C.). BAR International Series 1266: 721-726. Cá-
diz (2003), Oxford, Archaeopress.

Viegas, C. (2003): Terra sigillata da Alcáçova de San-
tarém – Economia, comércio e cerâmica. Trabalhos 
de Arqueologia 26. Lisboa, Instituto Português de 
Arqueologia.

Viegas, C. (2011): A ocupação romana do Algarve – es-
tudo do povoamento e economia do Algarve central 
e oriental no período romano. Estudos e Memórias 
3. Lisboa, UNIARQ.

Viegas, C. (2013): “Red in the west. Consumption pat-
terns of gallo-roman sigillata in south-west Lusita-
nia (Portugal)”, in M. Fulford and E. Durham (eds), 
Seeing Red. New economic & social perspectives 
on Gallo-Roman terra sigillata. Bulletin of the Ins-
titute of Classical Studies supplement 102: 258-
277. London, Institute of Classical Studies.

Viegas, C. (2014): “Terra sigillata imports in Salacia 
(Alcácer do Sal - Portugal)”, Rei Cretaria Romanae 
Fautores Acta 43: 755-764. Catania (2012), Bonn, 
Dr. Rudolf Habelt GMBH.

Viegas, C. (forthcoming): “A terra sigillata de uma villa 
algarvia: o caso do Vale da Arrancada (Portimão)”, 
in IV Congreso de la SECAH. Valencia (2017).

DIGITAL SOURCES

Samian Research Database, Römisch-Germanisches 
Zentralmuseum Mainz (RGZM). http ://www.rgzm.
de/samian/home/frames.htm. (10 January 2018).

CATALOGUE OF FIGURES

Mesas do Castelinho (MC). Accession number. Sec-
tor [stratigraphic unit]. Type of sigillata: Italian type si-
gillata (ITS); South Gaulish sigillata (SGS); Hispanic 
sigillata (HS); Peñaflor type sigillata (PTS); Late Pho-
caean red slip ware. Form.
Fig. 3. Italian terra sigillata from Mesas do Castelinho 

(Almodôvar) (1:3).
1) MC 6403. B4 [1]. Consp. 1.1.
2) MC 6095. B3[480]. Consp. 1.1
3) MC 6051. B3 [0]. Consp. 4.6
4) MC 6032. B3[0]. Consp. 4.6
5) MC 6491. B [0]. Consp. 4.3.1
6) MC 6156. B3 [412]. Consp. 4.5
7) MC 6361. B3 [475]. Consp. 7.1.1
8) MC 6197. B3 [0]. Consp. 12.1
9) MC 6406. B4 [39]. Consp. 12.3.2
10) MC 6335 B3 [443]. Consp. 12.4
11) MC 6390 B3 [1155]. Consp. 13.3.1
12) MC 6020 B3 [19]. Consp. 12.4.
13) MC 6425 B3 [465]. Consp. 14.1.1.
14) MC 6332 B3 [443]. Consp. 18.2
15) MC 6340. Consp. 18.2

http://hdl.handle.net/10451/24534
http://hdl.handle.net/10451/24534


128 CATARINA VIEGAS

SPAL 28.1 (2019): 97-129 ISSN: 1133-4525  ISSN-e: 2255-3924
http://dx.doi.org/10.12795/spal.2019.i28.05

16) MC 6199. B3 [0]. Consp. 18.2
17) MC 6353. B3 [0]. Consp. 18.2
18) MC 6045. B3 [0]. Consp. 19.2
19) MC 6012 B1 [1]. Consp. 18 or 20 (?)

Fig. 4. Italian terra sigillata from Mesas do Castelinho 
(Almodôvar) (1:3).

20) 20. MC 6494. B [0]. Consp. 20.4.4
21) 21. MC 6419. B3 [444]. Consp. 20.4.1
22) 22. MC 6387. Consp. 20.4.2 with apliqué decora-

tion: dolfin.
23) 23. MC 6011. B1 [1]. Consp. 20.4
24) 24. MC 6074. B3 [210]. Consp. 22.1
25) 25. MC 6096. B3 [480]. Consp. 26.1
26) 26. MC 6331 B3 [443]. Consp. 27.1
27) 27. MC 6497. B3 [0]. Consp. 32.2.1
28) 28. MC 6136. B3 [40]. Consp. 36.2
29) 29. MC 6415. B3 [480]. Consp. 36.4.3
30) 30. MC 6382 B3 [40]. Consp. 36.4.3
31) 31. MC 6143. B3 [157]. Consp. 50.1
32) 32. MC 6042 B3 [376]. Consp. B 4.10
33) 33. MC 6141 B2 [0]. Base of chalice R 2.2.
34) 34. MC 6001. B1 [1]. Consp. B 1.6
35) 35. MC 6024. B3 [193]. Consp. B 1.2

Fig. 5. Italian terra sigillata from Mesas do Castelinho 
(Almodôvar) (1:3). Potters stamps and graffiti (1:1).

36) MC 6441. B4 [0]. Consp. B 1.3. Radial potter 
samp of ATEVIS (2), from Arezzo, 15 – 5 BC, 
OCK 267.26.

37) 37A. MC 6031. B3 [443]. Base of possible Consp. 
28. Possible potter stamp of ATEIVS (3) (?) in 
planta pedis, from Pisa, 5 BC – AD 25, OCK 
268.140.

38) 38A. MC 6085. B3 [0]. Consp. B 2.10. Potter 
stamp of C. PAC(IDEIVS) PAR( ), from Central 
Italy?, 15 BC - 5 AD, OCK 1367.2.

39) 39A. MC 6072. B3 [0]. Consp. B 3.9. Potter stamp 
of M. PERENNIVS (4), from Arezzo, 20 BC - AD 
20, OCK 1391.44.

40) 40A. MC 6139. B3 [39]. Consp. B 4.6. Potter 
stamp of C. VIBIENVS (2) in planta pedis, from 
Arezzo, 1 – 50 AD, OCK 2373.66.

41) MC 6405. B4 [39]. Potter stamp C. ANNIVS, 
slave Orbius ?

42) 42A. MC 6029 B3 [40]. Consp. B 4.7 with incom-
plete unreadable potter stamp.

43) 43A. MC 6030. Sup. Consp. 33. incomplete un-
readable potter stamp in planta pedis and graffito 
CA.

44) 44A. MC 6475. B [0]. Incomplete, unreadable po-
tter stamp.

45) 45A. MC 6351. B3 [150]. Consp. B 4.9. Unreada-
ble potter stamp and graffito with NA or MA in a 
nexus, scratched out.

46) MC 6070. B2 [147]. Consp. B 4.4. Graffito in the 
interior part of the base of a cup, possibly used as 
a game piece.

Fig. 7. Italian sigillata and Peñaflor type sigillata from 
the Late Augustan context in sector B3 (plain forms 
1:3, decorated 1:2 and potters’ stamps 1:1).

47) MC 6255. B4 [469]. Consp. 20.1.
48) MC 6247 B3 [1011]. Consp. 20.3
49) MC 6250 B3 [469]. Consp. 22.1
50) MC 6189 B3 [1011]. Consp. 22.2
51) MC 6182 B3 [1011]. Consp. 22.3
52) MC 6183 B3 [1011]. Consp. 22.6
53) MC 6176 B3 [1011]. Consp. 24.1
54) MC 6187 B3 [1011]. Consp. 33.1
55) MC 6171 B3 [501]. Consp. 14.4
56) MC 6435 B3 [469]. Consp. 15.1.2
57) MC 6430 B3 [994]. Consp. 37.3.
58) MC 6088 B3 [1011]. Consp. B 4.2. Potter stamp of 

C. ANNIVS, slave GEMELLVS, from Arezzo, 15 
BC +, OCK 147.2.

59) MC 6439 B3 [1043]. PTS, Martinez form Ia.
60) MC 6254 B3 [469]. Chalice Consp. R 4.2.1
61) MC 6244 B3 [469]. Chalice Consp. R 2.1 with im-

pressed ovuli in the exterior part of the rim.
62) MC 6173 B3 [1011]. Chalice Consp. R 4.2.1. De-

corative scheme of the Dyonisiac cycle. Intrade-
corative potter stamp of M. PERENNIVS (3) from 
Arezzo, 15 BC - AD 60, OCK1390.4.

63) MC 6245 B3 [469]. Broad beaker Consp. R 11.1.
64) MC 6242 B3 [469]. ITS decorated fragments.
65) MC 6149 B3 [469]. Idem.
66) MC 6243 B3 [469]. Idem
67) MC 6083 B3 [501]. Idem

Fig. 8. South Gaulish sigillata from Mesas do Castel-
inho (Almodôvar) (1:3), potters’ stamps (1:1).

68) MC 6344. Ritt. 8.
69) MC 6213. B3 [421]. Ritt. 8
70) MC 6477. B [0]. Ritt. 9
71) MC 6466. B [0]. Drag. 24/25
72) MC 6129. B3 [0]. Drag. 24/25
73) MC 6023 B3 [28]. Drag. 24/25
74) MC 6221 B3 [421]. Drag. 24/25
75) MC 6490. Drag. 17
76) MC 6130. B2 [72]. Drag. 27
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77) MC 6498. Drag. 27
78) MC 6172 B1 [1]. Base of a possible Drag. 27. In-

complete potter stamp LA.
79) MC 6131. B2 [72]. Drag. 27
80) MC 6346. Drag. 18.
81) 6479. Drag. 18.
82) MC 6027 B3 [141]. Drag. 18.
83) MC 6384. Drag. 18 Stamp of potter FIRMO from 

La Graufesenque.
84) MC 6258. Drag. 15/17.
85) MC 6325. Drag. 15/17.
86) MC 6028 B3 [57]. Drag. 35 with barbotine deco-

ration.

Fig. 9. South Gaulish sigillata from Mesas do Castel-
inho (Almodôvar), decorated forms (1:2).

87) MC 6457. B [0]. Drag. 30.
88) MC 6458. B [0]. Drag. 30.
89) MC 6364. Drag. 30
90) MC 6463 B3 [0]. Drag. 30
91) MC 6071 B2 [83]
92) MC 6433 B3 [1130]
93) MC 6298 B3 [443]
94) MC 6342. Drag. 37
95) MC 6260 B1 [1]. Drag. 37.
Fig. 10. South Gaulish sigillata from Mesas do Castel-

inho (Almodôvar) 1:3; potters’ stamps 1:1.
96) MC 6485. B [0]. Potter stamp of CASTVS from 

La Graufesenque.

97) MC 6413. B3 [1137]. Potter stamp of COPIRO 
from La Graufesenque.

98) 98A. MC 6472. B [0]. Potter stamp of MAC-
CARVS from La Graufesenque.

99) 99A. MC 6486. B [0]. Drag. 27 ?. Potter stamp of 
SABINVS from La Graufesenque.

Fig. 11. Hispanic sigillata, Peñaflor type sigillata and 
Late Phocaean red slip ware from Mesas do Castel-
inho (Almodôvar) 1:3, potters’ stamp 1:1.

100) MC 6158. B3 [419]. Drag. 18.
101) MC 6363 B3 [15]. Drag. 18.
102) MC 6052 B3 [0]. Ritt. 8.
103) MC 6223 B3 [421]. Drag. 24/25.
104) MC 6216 B3 [421]. Drag. 24/25
105) MC 6383 B3 [458]. Drag. 24/25.
106) MC 6132 A1 [43]. Hisp. 17 B.
107) MC 6135 B3 [478]. Drag. 27.
108) MC 6362 B3 [29]. Drag. 27
109) MC 6516. B3 [0]. Hispanic sigillata potter stamp 

of FVSCVS with retrograde C, from Bezares/Tri-
cio.

110) MC 6093 B3 [0]. Peñaflor type sigillata. IIIa Mar-
tínez form.

111) MC 6036 B3 [133]. Peñaflor type sigillata. Base 
of a cup.

112) MC 6022 B3 [17]. Late Phocaean red slip ware 
Hayes 3D.




