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"INTERVENTION IN THE HERITAGE OF RURAL COLONIZATION
ARCHITECTURE. THE VILLAGES OF LOS MONEGROS "

Prieto Mochales, Luis, Iprieto@monegros.net

Abstract: The colonization towns built by the National Institute of Colonization (INC) in the
decades of the 40s to the 60s, already have more than 50 years of existence.

The work carried out in the development of the doctoral thesis has sought to collect the
patrimonial elements of the colonization architecture that have been studied and analyzed in
the various research works on the subject, verifying the current state of these relevant and
common elements of the colonization architecture. The aim of this study is to be able to
propose guidelines and criteria for their conservation and to allow them to serve as guidance
for interventions consistent with the values they contain.

In order to achieve these objectives, firstly, a number of representative cases have been
selected, which cover most of these relevant common elements. Subsequently, the current
status of the selected villages and the legal instruments that regulate their conservation and
intervention have been analyzed.

The results and conclusions are thougth to be reflected in final documents with a tab format
summarizing the current state of the villages and the proposed criteria and intervention
guidelines.

Keywords: Colonization; Heritage; Monegros; Actual state; Intervention.

1. INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION OF THE TOPIC

The National Institute of Colonization (INC) was an agency under the Ministry of Agriculture of the
Franco government. It was created by Decree on October 18, 1939. It has its roots in the suppressed
National Service for Economic and Social Reform of the Land, existing in the Second Spanish
Republic. From this body took advantage of some ideas, such as "The contest of preliminary projects
for the construction of villages in the irrigable areas of the Guadalquivir and Guadalmellato."

The equivalent institution to the INC in the Second Republic was the Institute of Agrarian Reform
(IRA). Some of its structures and officials went to the INC.

The purpose of the colonization was the regeneration of the agricultural sector through irrigation.

In order for the INC to achieve its goals, it was given several legislative instruments. The first, the "Law
of bases for the colonization of large areas," promulgated on December 26, 1939.

The INC, in principle could only acquire the farms that were offered to him, reason why its work was
limited. To make it more operational, the "Law of April 27, 1946, on the expropriation of rural estates
because of social interest" was promulgated. Despite this law, colonization did not advance at the
desired pace. To solve the problems effectively was promulgated the "Law of April 21, 1949 on the
colonization and distribution of property in irrigable areas." It provided the remaining legislation and
planning instruments, which allowed the construction of most of the colonization towns. These
planning instruments were elaborated in each zone, the most outstanding are: General Plan of
Colonization, Feasibility Study, Declaration of Interest, Plans of Works and Parcelation.

The plan of Colonization was the most important and it fixed the objectives and the agrarian and
territorial structure that was wanted to carry out.

The INC, had an Architecture Service, the first head of the section was German Valentin Gamazo,
from the creation in 1941, until 1943. He was later replaced by José Tamés Alarcon, who left office
after his retirement in 1975.

The INC was organized in seven regional delegations, which coincided with the Spanish
watersheds. The basin of each river was the unit of action of each delegation.

In the case at hand, the colonization towns of the Comarca de los Monegros belonged to the Flimen-
Monegros irrigation zone, which was included in the scope of action of the Ebro Regional Delegation.
The Regional Delegation of the Ebro, had its soothes in Saragossa and comprised, Aragon, Catalonia
(with subsede in Lérida) and Navarra.

The head of the Regional Delegation of Ebro, from 1940 to 1946, was the agronomist Pedro Mela
Mela. From 1946 until its extinction, the head stood it, the engineer Francisco de los Rios Romero.
The Architecture Service was directed by the architect José Borobio Ojeda, who took his position on
December 13, 1943.
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The 10 colonizing towns of Monegros are included in the Monegros-Flumen area of action of the Ebro
Regional Delegation.

The existing theses and studies on the subject focus on the research and analysis of the colonization
architecture projected

and built in the colonization period, but | have not found any thesis that makes an investigation about
the current state of this architecture, which exposes its patrimonial values and that establish tools and
guidelines that serve as guidance to intervene in this architecture, respecting and adding architectural
values to this built heritage.

The thesis, | believe, is novel in two respects, firstly with regard to the specific subject of the colonizing
peoples of Monegros and secondly with regard to the approach, consisting of research to determine
the patrimonial value of the rural architecture of colonization, in the specific case of the towns of the
Region of Monegros and propose tools and guidelines for action to conserve and enhance these
values.

In February 2005, a symposium was organized by the Andalusian Institute of Historical Heritage, with
the theme: "The peoples of the Francoist colonization: patrimonial objective". The coordinator of the
symposium was Victor Perez Escolano. In the introduction that Pérez Escolano carried out, it gathers
the state of the question, until this date’. It also points to a path in the same direction as the research
that | propose.

RIEGOS DEL ALTO ARAGON

i ZONA REGABLE
DOMNADA ACTUALNENIE
(i

[<]

Fig. 1 Monegros-Flumen irrigation zone

2. OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF ACTION

Without abandoning the study and analysis of the original documentary sources of the architecture of
colonization, the starting point of the thesis are the results of the research already done by other
authors on the colonizing work. These in-depth investigations have revealed the foundations of the
colonization architecture: the principles and guidelines of the INC on which the peoples were
projected, their antecedents, the influences of the foreign experiences and the architectural thought of
the time. They have also documented in detail the analysis of the projected and constructed
work.

In the existing research on the subject | have found the necessary information and analysis, as will be
demonstrated throughout the research, which allows me to approach the objective of this thesis: To
determine the patrimonial values of the colonization architecture, to fix it time the specific patrimonial
architectural elements of each town that are susceptible of being conserved and to propose tools and
criteria of intervention in the same. It is also the object of this thesis to apply these instruments in the
specific case of the colonizing towns of Monegros.

The extensive colonizing work includes about 300 villages projected by 77 different architects. The
INC issued a series of internal circulars? in which a model in drafting the projects proposed, these
guidelines refer basically to program needs, do not refer to management criteria or architectural
composition of the building.This does not mean that, in order to save the pecularities of each concrete
action, there are no common elements and characteristics that allow the selection of cases that are
representative of the great majority of these actions.

1 PH Bulletin of the Andalusian Institute of Historical Heritage, n°53 February 2005, p 39.

2 Circular 107, "Project Progress"; Circular 222, "Instructions for drafting town projects”; Circular no. 246, "Rules for
determining the plan for the construction of new towns built by the INC"; Circular No. 285, "Rules for drafting new INC
projects to be built with the INV"; Circular 300, "Structure of the new towns".

IDA: Advanced Doctoral Research in Architecture 840



To determine the scope of action of the thesis, we have performed an analysis of the common
elements of the colonization architecture and based on these we have made a choice of
representative cases on which to develop the objectives of the doctoral thesis.

On the other hand it has been studied the legislative scope and of existing instruments that regulate
the conservation and the intervention in the towns.

2.1. Common elements. Selection of case studies
2.1.1. Chronology

Alfredo Villanueva Paredes and Jesus Leal Maldonado, in volume Il of the "History and Evolution of
Agrarian Colonization in Spain" (p.115). Establish three periods of construction of settlements, based
in the technical documentation of the projects, with the intention of studying the typological evolution of
housing in the towns of colonization. These periods that establish are: 1945-1950, 1950-1960 and
1960-1970.

During the 1940s, coinciding with the first period, there was an intense debate within the INC, to define
the criterion to be followed in the general ordering of towns.

From this debate did not arise concrete guidelines to project the paths of the new colonization
towns. The INC issued a series of internal circulars that basically affected aspects such as location,
size, endowments, public spaces, etc., but did not involve guidelines on the architectural proposal or
on the urban layout®.

In the fifties the great activity of building of the Institute began, with the most varied urbanistic
proposals and the incorporation of new architects who will mark with their proposals the guidelines of
the new towns. Although the INC already had architects of the importance of Alejandro de la Sota or
Jose Luis Fernandez del Amo, who took possession in June 1947 of the plaza of architect official of
the INC, it is in the fifties when they begin to project and build the majority of towns.

This period lasted until the early 1960s. From this point on, the production of the INC declined and in
the late 1960s it was much smaller and the proposals had an impact on the experiences of previous
years. Greater production of projects consisted in the extension and remodeling of some built towns.
Revised technical documentation of projects and taking into account the characteristics of these three
periods, we set as criteria for temporary election three periods: 1945-1952, 1952-1960 and 1960-
1967.

We completed the selection criterion by choosing the samples so that the representation of the
different regional offices where the INC was organized statewide.

2.1.2 Size

In Circular 246 of the INC, "STANDARDS FOR DETERMINING THE BUILDING PLAN OF THE
VILLAGES OF COLONIZATION", the towns are classified by the size, the possibilities of extension
and the program of the same.

One of the main issues that cause intervention in colonization towns is the need to expand them.

This classification by size and program carried out by the INC can serve as a guide for analyzing the
interventions that have been carried out in the villages and also to guide us in the guidelines or criteria
that we can establish so that these interventions can be carried out while preserving the values of its
architecture.

With this classification we know the towns projected for future growth and those projected with a
"closed" route.

In this way we can establish criteria or guidelines for intervention in the paths, both to guide their
growth and to preserve the characteristics of their paths.

It also serves as a guide to anticipate the type of growth that may be necessary in the future, taking
into account the town's original needs program and comparing it with the new needs of today's
society.

Smaller towns with less predictable growth may need to expand the provision of common facilities and
spaces, although there is no significant population increase.

We have established as a criterion for choosing the size and the program of the town, by classification
established by the INC.

3 Alvaro Tordesillas A (2010). Colonization towns in the Douro basin. Castilla and leon meeting. Valladolid. p 156.
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2.2. Ordering principle

In the early years of the INC it was discussed the territorial scheme, organization and grouping of
houses, and studied various aspects and characteristics that determine the type of settlement: the way
grouping, the circulations of people and cars or shape of public spaces. The way in which the houses
were grouped was widely debated in the 1940s within the INC*, it won by their advantages model
concentrated or pooled settlement but scattered settlements or dispersed and intermediate formulas
semi-concentrates settlements were also constructed.

Antonio Alvaro Tordesillas® summarizes the advantages and disadvantages to each of the solutions,
nothing that what are advantages for are inconvenient to the other.

Another differentiating aspect that characterizes the settlements is the separation of circulations
between people and cars® . Just as in the type of grouping the INC was decided by the grouped
housing solution, regarding the separation of circulations was not resolved officially, so it was the
architects themselves who were taking part by one or another solution.

The separation of circulations could be understood from a hygienist point of view and also by the
influence of some postulates of the Modern Movement collected in the Letter of Athens published in
Paris in 1941, drafted by Le Corbusier’.

The concept of separation of circulations is carried out by the architects in different ways, from the
total separation of circulations so that the traffic of cars and pedestrians never crosses to a partial
separation, placing a secondary street for the circulation of cars, connected to the main road. The
theme of the separation of circulations influences notably the urbanistic proposals.

Another element that characterizes the settlement is the character or form of the public space.
Understood not only morphologically, but as the relationship of public spaces with the rest of the
settlement.

On this aspect we highlight the reflection of Antonio, Alvaro Tordesillas?, which suggests that there is a
chronological evolution in the approaches of the INC, which evolves the concept of civic center or
main square towards a more open public space or heart of the city concept, in which the ratio of public
space with its immediate surroundings and with the general ordination of the town is more complex
and evolved than the traditional one of the greater place.

‘\/' <, . LIRS
i : . X Sdank

Fig. 2 La bazana, Alejandro de la Sota

2.3. Management model

The different studies carried out on the architecture of colonization coincide in the idea that there are
no criteria or guidelines defined by the INC to carry out the approach of the layout of the towns. There
are recommendations and instructions of a programmatic nature expressed in the INC internal
circulars®, but these circulars containing guidelines to determine the model

or the architectural form of the layout.

4 The advantages and disadvantages of grouping or raising isolated dwellings in the plots are enumerated by José
Tameés Alarcon in his articles: "Urbanistic process of our interior colonization", published in the National Magazine of
Architecture no. 83, November 1984, "Disposition of the housing in the new irrigation", in the supplement of Colonization
of the magazine Agriculture n°6, Ministry of Agriculture, June 1947.

® Alvaro Tordesillas A (2010). Colonization towns in the Douro basin. Castilla and leon meeting. Valladolid.

& Miguel Centellas Soler in his book "The colonization towns of Fernandez del Amo. Art architecture and urbanism
"carries out a detailed study of this question. pp. 136-141.

7 Benevolent L (1982). History of modern architecture. 5th Ed. P 584

8 Alvaro Tordesillas A (2010). Colonization towns in the Douro basin. Castilla and leon meeting. Valladolid. pp 197 to
206.

9 Circulars numbers 222, 246, 300
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Thus it is considered that it is the architects' doing that determines the solutions and proposals of the
management models used.

Without prejudging that there is no theoretical body that directs the proposals of the INC, Villanueva
and Leal list a series of constants in the design of the towns™®.

Accepting that is doing architects is proposing that management models used by the INC, we can
distinguish three stages that coincide with three groups of management models that bear a compar
same characteristics.

In the first stage, which dates back to the early 1950s, the prevailing model is that of the traditional
layout, it is a question of combining the circulatory and typological rationality with the recreation of
traditional peoples.

From the first years of the fifties the first proposals of models of management with influence of the
international architecture appear by some architects like Jose Luis Fernandez of the Master.

The main international models with influence in the architects of the INC are widely studied by diverse
authors''. From these studies we draw a relation of models that help us classify samples.

Finally in the last stage of colonization there is a coexistence between the previous models, some
characteristics of the traditional but evolved paths towards the rationalization of the paths and the
postulates of modern architecture are maintained.

2.4. Urban plot

We understand by urban plot the urban structure that conforms the spatial and functional organization
of the town. The one that allows to realize the grouping of houses, to size and to draw the vials, to
locate the public spaces and the relation of these with the private spaces. Villanueva and Leal classify
the different paths according to their geometry, qualify the urban mesh layout and distinguish
rectangular, polygonal, curvilinear or mixed meshes.

In view of the models studied and classified we understand that the geometric mesh is not always the
basis of spatial and functional organization, so we have proposed the following classification in which
we believe that all typologies that appear in the villages of colonization. Although in some cases
several overlapping plot typologies may appear, one of them usually prevails, giving meaning to the
basic structure of the plot.

Fig. 3 La Vereda JL Fdez. Del Amo

10 villanueva A, Leal J (1991), History and Evolution of Agrarian Colonization in Spain. Volume IIl. Madrid, pp.41-42
11 Alvaro Tordesillas A (2010). Colonization towns in the Douro basin. Castilla and leon meeting. Valladolid. pp. 134-144.
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2.5. Plot Type

The plot is the basic compositional and aggregation unit of the settlement structure of colonization
peoples.

The plot has a similar composition in all the towns of colonization, although its structure adapts in each
town to the solution and characteristics of the urban plot.

The size of the plot in the villages from the first period up to the first years of the fifties was established
between 300 and 400 m2, with dimensions of 12 to 14 meters of facade by 24 to 30 meters deep.
Later larger parcels appeared, as those of the towns of the Guadalquivir, with 600 m2 and dimensions
of 15 meters of front and 40 meters of bottom'. The plots of the workers are smaller because they
have no agricultural dependencies.

The elements that compose the plot are: the dwelling, the agricultural units and the patio.

The typology of the plot has been classified according to three aspects:

The situation of agricultural units inside the plot, if they are located on the facade or inside the plot.
The accesses to the plot, if they have a single access from a street or if they have two accesses
differentiated from two different streets.

The size of the plot if they are from the first era up to 450 m2 or the second era, over 450 m2.

2.6. Typology of housing

The housing of colonized settlements evolves through the different periods of construction of villages.
Villanueva and Leal'® studied the evolution of housing over three periods of building activity INC,
1945-1950, 1950-1960, 1960-1970.

The construction of colonists' homes is the main objective of INC's building activity and the basis of
colonization.

The housing constructed by the INC was influenced by the different national and international debates
that on the rural and working house were given throughout XX century. Antonio Alvaro Tordesillas™
made a presentation and an analysis of the various disquisitions which represented the basis of
housing in the Institute and that influenced their subsequent development.

To select samples based on the exposed documentation, we have taken as criteria of choice, size and
the program of housing and hygienic and functional solution.

2.7. The materials

The post-war economic situation and international isolation favored the use and use of local materials
and construction techniques, resulting in savings in transportation and labor.

The use of local materials and construction techniques leads to the characterization of the architecture
according to the region in which the village is built.

The construction techniques are quite similar throughout the geography, use of the load-bearing wall
as a supporting element and enclosure of the building, only in some towns of the last period appears a
second sheet and a chamber of air in the enclosure. The woodwork is made of wood. The slabs are of
wood beams and scrape in an early period and of concrete beams and ceramic bollards or of ceramic
elements armed in later times. The cover usually is of wood with hurdles in the first constructions and
of countersinks on horizontal forged in later times.

The differentiation of the materials of the load walls that have their expression in the facade are those
that characterize the differences of each region. The existing materials in each region and the
techniques with which these materials are worked, integrate the architecture in a natural way in their
environment.

The solutions range from the use of whitewashed to the work brick or masonry view and also to the
combination of both as in some towns designed by Fernandez del Amo>.

The materials are a fundamental element in the compositional unit of the architectural set of the
colonization towns. That is why we have included in the classification cards of the towns the
characteristics of the finishing material of the facades, whether they are plasters or seen work.

12 villanueva A, Leal J, p 148. Centellas M, p 169
B villanueva A, Leal J, pp 155-199

14 Tordesillas A, pp 164-188

15 Centellas M, pp 190-201
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2.7.1. Architectural references

In order to analyze the values of colonization towns from the point of view of the language of the
projected and constructed architecture, we will rely on the architectural thought of the time and the
architects authors of the projects.

In Spain, in the fifties, in the midst of autarky, Spanish architecture once again valued history,
regionalist tendencies were the most dominant positions in the panorama of national architecture.
However, some architects who worked at the INC, adopted attitudes closer to rationalism. Among
these architects there are those that have had an important meaning in the architecture of the second
half of the twentieth century in Spain.

On the international scene, at the end of the Second World War a critical revision of the postulates of
the Modern Movement takes place. It tries to reconcile the language of the modern architecture with
the proposal of a modern architecture more linked to the nature and the place.

"The synthesis carried out in these towns is built on a common ground of convergence between
tradition and modernity: the dialogue between technique and meaning, as a manifestation of an
essentialization of language in different ways:

In popular architecture, the essence is manifested through the decantation of the permanent in the
historical development of a constant search for the integration of architecture in the environment,
guided by an inherent precision of any economic conception. In modern architecture, the search for
abstraction demands in language the role of evidence of the basic constituent elements of the
architectural work, and the economy is headed towards industrialization and functionalism. In this
expressive threshold between technique and language is where we find a manifestation of this
architectural work as a testimony of its current complex "6,

The use of the local materials does not respond so much to a regionalist or historicist will of the
architects, but rather to a need for economic rationalization of the resources of construction materials
and construction techniques.

"The materials, from the construction of the first settlements with adobe until the use of the iron and
the cement, undergo a remarkable evolution in this aspect. There is an initial willingness to adapt to
local construction techniques, mainly due to the shortage of construction materials throughout the
decade of the 1950s. This forces us to adopt forms of construction that already at the moment in
which they are realized are considered past. There is also a rejection of prefabricated cement,
because of the negative experience involved in the cases that have been made, since the quality of
the concrete was very poor. One consequence of the use of precarious materials, such as wood in
roofs, is the need for repairs to which some of the first constructions carried out are seen " 7.

Faced with the abstraction of geometry and the composition of volumes of cubic proportions topped
with inclined planes of the covers. The materials and conventional construction techniques, show
matérica composition of these volumes, the construction elements, walls, lintels, sills, etc. eaves
expressively manifest tectonic condition. The tabs sort of people we have introduced a scale to assess
the level of abstraction of popular, modern and m ixt or architectural language of peoples. With this
scale, we want to be guided to make decisions regarding maintenance and intervention.

2.7.2. Elements economic and regulatory instruments

The conservation and intervention in the rural architecture of colonization, requires previously, to
establish the patrimonial values that are susceptible of being conserved, in each concrete action.

The patrimonial values of the architecture of colonization in each town, have specific characteristics
specific to each action, derived from the place, the program, the author's proposals etc., but also share
common values with other actions, which have to do with the period to which they belong, the
attachment to the same architectural language, the influences of other similar colonizing experiences
in other countries and the general guidelines issued by the Spanish colonization management agency,
INC.

In this chapter, through the reflection on the concept of heritage in the colonization architecture, we
seek to find conceptual tools and instruments that help to establish the patrimonial values to be taken
into account in the conservation and intervention in rural colonization architecture.

16 Paloma Baranguan, performs an analysis of the architectural language of colonization towns, at the international
congress "From Rome to New York: itineraries of the new Spanish architecture 1950-1965", held in Pamplona, October
1998. (pp- 141-153 , Pamplona T6 Editions).

17" Alfredo Villanueva Paredes and Jesls Leal Maldonado, describe the general characteristics of the buildings of
colonization towns. (History and Evolution of Agrarian Colonization in Spain, Volume lll, p 43).
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2.7.3. The concept of heritage

The concept of cultural heritage is subjective and changing over time, it is society itself that gives the
value of each cultural asset at every moment of history. The patrimonial value embodied in the various
documents, applied in the case of towns of colonization, can help us to establish a relation of heritage
values, attending to different concepts such as set, monument, element, etc.

In the Athens Charter of 1931, the concept of heritage refers to monuments as isolated and
independent works, in the 1964 Venice Charter, the concept of monument as an isolated and
independent work is surpassed to consider urban and rural areas . The Charter of Krakow 2000, abun
given in this whole concept.

We will deep in the concept of the heritage of colonization towns from two different aspects.

First, we will try to situate the value of the heritage of the colonization architecture in accordance with
the current legislation, according to the laws and legal instruments that are applicable in each case.
With this legal approach to the subject, we can determine which organisms are the ones that have
competence for their protection and regulation and what legal instruments and architectural tools can
be used to standardize the interventions in this heritage.

Secondly, we will delimit the concept of architectural heritage, within the general concept of cultural
heritage of colonization, determining which architectural elements contain the cultural heritage values,
both material and immaterial, of colonization towns.

The towns of colonization of Monegros, are part of the set of colonization towns of Spain, developed
by the INC.

Some of the patrimonial values of these towns, go beyond the patrimonial values that can have each
of them individually. Hence, we can have different scales of approach to the concept of colonization
heritage in Monegros. Some of the patrimonial values are attributable to the values of the whole of the
Spanish colonization, for which we take for granted the consideration of Spanish Historical Heritage. It
is not up to the development of this work to argue the reasoning of this consideration, nor to determine
in which juridical figure would correspond to frame this group in the law of Spanish Historical
Heritage'®.

"Only by making a very broad interpretation of the Historical Set'® we would have an uncomfortable
place in this figure"?.

Leaving open the reflection that Juan Antonio Fernandez Naranjo makes on the possibility that the set
of colonization settlements can be considered, with respect to the Spanish Historical Heritage Law
"Historic Complex”, but without entering it, for not being object of this doctoral thesis, if it seems
convenient to establish the area in which the conservation and intervention of each particular village
can be regulated.

Depending on the territorial scope of the analysis we choose as a reference, we can have different
scales of approach to the concept of heritage in the architecture of colonization and find different legal
tools and techniques to regulate their conservation and intervention.

To analyze these areas of activity, we will make a first classification in order to relevance of the equity
of the peoples of colonization, so that we can place each town in the area of appropriate action.

Let's take as a reference, the classification made by the Foundation DOCOMOMO Ibérico?' for the
selection of Iberian DOCOMOMO Register modern architecture.

The Registry is divided into several categories, the towns of colonization belong to the category of
"modern living". This topic or category | was prepared in the Iberian DOCOMOMO Seminar, in the
Proceedings?? Several papers on the colonized villages are collected.

The registry is composed of works of Level A and Level B, thus distinguishing between works of
national importance and local importance.

The relationship works both levels include several towns of colonization. A level between the towns
found Villalba de Calatrava and Cafiada de Agra architect JL Fernandez del Amo, declared Cultural
Interest in April 2015 and pending the drafting of a Special Protection Plan. Are recorded at level B,
among others, some towns made by José Borobios Ojeda, architect in charge of the management of

18 Law 16/1985 of the Spanish Historical Heritage

1% Art. 21.3. Law 16/1985. The Conservation of Historical Assemblies declared to be of Cultural Interest means
maintaining the urban and architectural structure and the general characteristics of its environment.

20 Juan Antonio Fernandez Naranjo, architect of the Cultural Delegation of Seville, analyzes the concept of heritage
referred to the villages of colonization and the possibilities offered by the legislation for their protection. (PH Bulletin of
the Andalusian Institute of Historical Heritage, n°52, February 2005, pp. 89-92).

2! Documentation and conservation of architecture and urbanism of the modern movement

22 "Modern room and city. Ruptures and continuities. 1925-1965 ". Proceedings of the | Seminar DOCOMOMO Ibérico.
Mies van der Rohe Foundation / Iberian DOCOMOMO. Barcelona 1998.
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the Regional Delegation of the Ebro and author of one of the towns in Monegros. Among the towns of
this author are registered, Town of Figarol, in collaboration with fellow architect of the Delegation of
the Ebro, Antonio Barbany Bailo and Village of Rada.

Given this classification, we can identify two areas of action, a first field nationally regulated by the
Spanish Historical Heritage Act, with development through the Special Protection Plans and a second
regional and local levels.

Most of the towns of colonization of Spain, including those belonging to the region of the Monegros,
would be included in the B level of this classification, according to their relevance. The appropriated
levels for regulation and intervention in the conservation area, are the regional and local levels.

Law 3/1999 of 10 March, of the Aragonese Cultural Heritage, establishes a classification of goods that
make up the Aragonese cultural heritage, into three categories according to their level of interest and
their corresponding degree of protection. The scale is greater to lesser extent and categories are:
Assets of Cultural Interest, heritage properties Cultural Heritage and inventoried goods Aragones
Cultural Heritage. Within Cultural Interest, the Law distinguishes between real property, personal
property and intangible assets.

Goods in Aragones Cultural, of two categories Monument and the set of cultural interest, which in turn
comprises different figures, among them are, the Historic?® and place of ethnographic interest®* .
Regulation of heritage properties, states that "Municipalities may apply to buildings that merit
consideration Monuments of Local Interest?®, the declaration system and the system of protection
established in this law for Aragon Cultural heritage properties of interest, while the same property as
declaration of cultural interest "does not occur.

Cultural Property not considered BIC or well cataloged, they may be included in the inventoried goods
Cultural Heritage of Aragon.

It is not the aim of this work to determine the inclusion or not of the assets of the peoples of
colonization in this or that category, but that is the subject of work to fix the assets that may be subject
to qualification in one of these categories to proceed protection. It is also the subject of this work to
determine the tools and instruments to intervene in the heritage of colonization towns of Monegros, so
that conserve and enhance these values.

The Aragonese Cultural Heritage Law states that are primarily municipalities, through the General
Urban Plans and Special Protection Plans?®, those who are legally entrusted to regulate and ensure
the protection and conservation of the property, with the support of the Provincial Cultural Heritage
committees and oversight and jurisdiction of the Autonomous Community.

According to the previous exhibition held, we can establish two considerations starting, one to fix the
heritage values of these people and another to establish the framework in which they should raise the
tools of analysis and intervention in equity.

The first consideration is determining the architectural heritage of the towns of colonization that
concern us, is contained in the types of securities covered by the legislation: the Joint Cultural Interest,
buildings that can be classified as Monument of Local Interest and architectural and artistic elements
of which it is the architecture framework that can be included in a catalog or inventory of cultural
heritage.

The second consideration corresponds to the determination that the tools of analysis and intervention
for the conservation of heritage values must be articulated and included within the municipal urban
planning, general plans, provincial subsidiary regulations, special protection plans, etc. which are the
legal instruments establishing the rules of equity.

With this starting point, we ensure that the proposed heritage values remain under the law and that the
tools that we set for intervention and conservation of these values can be implemented, to be included
in planning instruments and urban management of municipalities, counties or autonomous community.

23 Article 12. Section B, epigraph a. Law 3/1999 of the PCA. "Historical Settlement, which is the continuous or dispersed
grouping of real estate, which is representative of a human community for being a testimony of its culture or its history,
which constitutes a coherent and delimitable unit with its own entity, although each element by does not have relevant
values. "

24 Article 12. Section B, epigraph a. Law 3/1999 of the PCA. "Place of ethnographic interest, which is that natural site,
set of buildings or facilities linked to traditional forms of life, culture and activities of the Aragonese people, although they
do not have particular aesthetic or historical values."

25 Article 25. Law 3/1999 of 10 March, on the Aragonese Cultural Heritage.

26 Article 41 and subsequent. Law 3/1999 of 10 March, of the Aragonese Cultural Heritage.
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3. RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

The structure and working methods in general thesis is to propose a series of instruments that allow
us, on the one hand: to analyze the scope of the thesis, the current state of the architecture of
colonization and proposed guidelines and criteria for intervention and conservation of it and on the
other hand: for the preparation of a series of documents containing the results of the analysis and
conclusions.

The thesis includes material produced by the author, surveying, digital architecture analysis etc.
Where detailed, for space not shown in this summary, urban evolution of the villages is analyzed in a
way serve as an example in a record type .
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