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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 JUSTIFICATION

Without a question, travel is one of the industries that today produces the most
contributions to the economic growth of the nations and regions that make up the
market, making it a very important industry (Kandampully, 2000). As a result, towns,
regions and nations are now being developed and promoted as if they were tourist
attractions (Ashworth and Goodall, 1990).

"There has been significant growth in tourism associated with sites of death, disaster,
and depravity" (Lennon and Foley 1999: 46). It is crucial to comprehend what draws
people to dark tourism destinations because of the large number of tourists and the
character of many of these locations. In this thesis, we have decided to choose dark
tourism as our topic, as we believe it is aunique field to study. It is a relatively new
tourism sector and is growing due to many factors such as academic and cultural
interests as well as offering the opportunity to explore relatively uncharted territory
which has led to an increase in its demand.

Over the years of studying a degree in tourism, this topic has been mentioned various
times, but it has never been studied in depth. It is also quite controversial as many
people have different opinions on this type of travel.

First, this research pursues the definition, history and ethical considerations in dark
tourism, followed by the impact it has on both tourist and host communities. Secondly,
this study attempts to provide information on some of the most famous dark tourism
sites and the impact media such as films and documentaries have had on these
locations, and finally, we mention the challenges with preserving dark tourism sites and
the heritage they hold.

1.2 BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE

Visits to locations death-related, connected to grief and sorrow are described as "dark
tourism", sometimes referred to as "thanatourism" or "black tourism" (Lennon & Foley,
2000). Dark tourism has received a lot of attention recently as a distinct tourism niche
that draws an increasing number of travelers looking for interesting and thought-
provoking experiences (Sharpley & Stone, 2009). Although the origins of dark tourism
may be found in antiquity, with sites like the Roman Colosseum as examples, the
phenomenon has developed and spread in modern times, with many locations across
theworld now catering to this particular interest.

Curiosity, education, memorial and the quest of emotional experiences all contribute to
the attraction with dark tourism (Stone, 2012). Visitors come to these locations to obtain
a better understanding of historical events or to either show respect to the victims or
accept death themselves (Seaton, 1996). Furthermore, dark tourism can serve as a tool
of recall and honoring the past, allowing visitors to participate with a place's communal
memory (Rojek, 1997).

Studying dark tourism is important because of its complexity and effects on both tourists
and host communities. Exploring dark tourist places may arouse strong emotions and
prompt critical observations on human history and the effects of sad occurrences since
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these locations frequently have complicated historical, cultural, and political origins
(Sharpley, 2009). Dark tourism also has the ability to help community development,
create economic advantages and support historical preservation initiatives (Biran, Poria
& Oren, 2011).

For a variety of stakeholders, including tourism experts, heritage managers, legislators
and local communities, it is imperative to comprehend the historical context, driving
forces, and effects of dark tourism.

1.3 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

This study of dark tourism intends to shed light on the many facets of this specialized
phenomena of travel and to help create sustainable practices and responsible
management of dark tourism venues. The primary objectives of this research on dark
tourism are as follows:

e To take a look at the history and evolution of dark tourism as a distinct tourist
phenomenon. Such an objective is to investigate the origins, historical
background, and elements that have influenced the birth and expansion of dark
tourism across time (Lennon & Foley, 2000; Stone, 2012).

e To learn more about those factors that motivate people to engage in dark tourism
and to comprehend the psychological components of this type of travel. This goal
is to explore into the many factors that drive visitors interest in dark tourism, such
as curiosity, education, commemoration, and the seeking of emotional
experiences (Seaton, 1996; Sharpley & Stone, 2009).

¢ Research into the psychological and emotional effects of dark tourism on tourists
and host communities. This goal attempts to look into the psychological and
emotional reactions that visitors have when they interact with dark tourism sites,
as well as the social, cultural and economic effects on host communities (Biran,
Poria & Oren, 2011; Sharpley, 2009).

e To analyze the problems that dark tourism presents and the ethical issues that
surroundit. This objective will examine the ethical complexities and obligations
related to visiting dark locations, and critically analyze the ethical duties of tourists
and towns who receivethem (Stone, 2012).

e To understand how these dark tourism destinations have affected the media and
the relation between them.

By solving these research goals, this study hopes to further knowledge of dark tourism
as a distinct tourist niche by providing information on its historical context, visitor motives,
effects, ethical implications, and management strategies.

1.4 METHODOLOGY

The structure employed in this thesis consists of seven distinct chapters, inclusive of the
bibliography section.

= Chapter 1: Introduction.
In this initial chapter, we articulate the goals and purpose of this thesis, aiming
for clarity in conveying what we intend to achieve.
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= Chapter 2: Conceptual framework.

This chapter delves into the fundamental concept of dark tourism, its historical
origins, and related considerations, providing a broad overview of the subject.

= Chapter 3: Motivations and Impacts.
Chapter three shifts the focus towards the motivations driving individuals to
engage in dark tourism, as well as the various impacts and diverse opinions
associated with theseexperiences.

= Chapter 4: Dark Tourism destinations and their impacts on the media.
In this section, we explore specific dark tourism locations, highlighting their
historical significance, transformation into dark tourism sites, and their portrayal in
literature, documentaries and films, emphasizing their enduring relevance.

= Chapter 5: Cultural heritage preservation.
Chapter five centers on the preservation efforts and contributions of dark tourism
sites to heritage conservation, shedding light on their multifaceted role.

= Chapter 6: Conclusion.
The penultimate chapter serves as a synthesis of the thesis, summarizing
research findings and insights while also suggesting avenues for future research.

To comprehensively comprehend this topic, we embarked on a two-fold data collection
approach:

v' Bibliographic Search: Extensive research was conducted using databases such
as Scopus to uncover information on popular dark tourism destinations, their
economic impact, and other quantitative data.

v Literature Review: A thorough literature review encompassed a wide array of
sources, including websites, books, undergraduate theses, digital press articles,
and scientific journals, all addressing the subject of dark tourism. Additionally, we
explored platforms like HBO and Netflix to identify noteworthy films and
documentaries on each dark tourism site.

Given that some of these information sources were in Spanish, translation into English
was necessary to facilitate an inclusive and cohesive examination of the topic.

2. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

2.1 DEFINITION AND SCOPE OF DARK TOURISM

Journeying to locations connected to themes of death, mourning, and grief, falls under
the category of dark tourism, also known as thanatourism or black tourism (Lennon &
Foley, 2000). It is a profound idea with multiple aspects that encompasses an array of
locations and activities. Dark tourism can be understood to be the act of traveling to
places that have witnessed significant historical events, frequently marked by
displacement, despair, or suffering for humanity, for the intent of education,
remembrance or personal fascination, yet there is no universally agreed-upon definition
(Sharpley & Stone, 2009).

The scope of dark tourism is broad and includes both virtual and mediated encounters
in addition to actual physical sites. People can participate in dark tourism by viewing
-3-
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online memorials, exhibits, and movies about sinister occurrences in addition to visiting
actual places (Stone, 2012).

Dark tourism sites are historically, culturally, or politically significant, and they frequently
symbolize the collective memory and legacy of a certain location or community
(Sharpley, 2009). They allow visitors to interact with the past, embrace hard facts, and
reflect on humanity's ability for both devastation and resilience. However, it is critical to
handle dark tourism with caution, acknowledging the delicate circumstances of these
locations and preserving the victims memories (Stone, 2012).

Dark tourism is more than just a morbid interest or an exploitative form of tragedy. While
some claim that dark tourism commercializes misery and sensationalizes terrible
occurrences, others believe that it has educational value, the capacity to build empathy
and understanding, and a role in conserving communal memory (Sharpley & Stone,
2009).

Dark tourism's reach is always changing due to socioeconomic shifts, technology
developments, and altering cultural attitudes. As more locations come to understand the
economic advantages of dark tourism, new locations and activities are created. The
proper administration, interpretation, and the habits of visitors are all called into doubt by
this growth. The sustainable growth of dark tourism faces continual issues in finding a
balance between maintaining the authenticity of these locations and catering to visitor
requirements (Sharpley, 2009).

This research is to contribute to an in-depth understanding of this unusual kind of travel
and its ramifications for both tourists and host communities by investigating the subtleties
and complexity of black tourism.

2.2 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF DARK TOURISM

This form of tourism has a long history that has been influenced by many different forces
and occasions throughout human history. Understanding the historical background helps
us better understand how dark tourism as a separate phenomenon came to be,
developed, and evolved. This article examines the important turning points and forces
that have helped dark tourism grow over time.

Dark tourism has its origins in ancient civilizations, when locations connected to tragedy
and death had significant cultural, religious, or historical significance. For instance, in
ancient Egypt, the pyramids housed the graves of the pharaohs and drew tourists who
were intrigued by death rites and the afterlife (Lennon & Foley, 2000). Similar to today,
pilgrimages to holy places like the catacombs of Rome or saints' graves were common
kinds of gloomy tourism in medieval Europe, motivated by a desire to face death and a
sense of spiritual devotion (Stone, 2012).

From the 17th to the 19th century, colonization and exploration added new elements to
dark tourism. European explorers and adventurers traveled to far-flung regions,
documenting conflicts, murders, and indigenous cultural practices in diaries and
travelogs (Seaton, 1996). These reports captured the interest of people back home by
providing a voyeuristic view into strange and frequently violent interactions. The story of
discovery, conquering, and meetings with the dead gave a new dimension to the
attraction with gloomy places (Sharpley & Stone, 2009).

Due to the enormous extent of wars and conflicts, the twentieth century saw a
tremendous development of gloomy tourism. World War | and World War 11, specifically,
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spawned a number of new dark tourist destinations. Battlefields, concentration camps,
and combat monuments became pilgrimage sites for individuals desiring to pay respect
to the dead, who wanted to learn about war crimes, or participate in acts of memory
(Lennon & Foley, 2000). Auschwitz in Poland and the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park
in Japan are a few examples. These locations became symbols of war's atrocities,
attracting people looking for historical insight and a sense of emotion (Stone, 2012).

With a greater emphasis on modern-day catastrophes and calamities, dark tourism has
grown even more. The Chernobyl nuclear accident and the September 11th attacks,
occurred in the later part of the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. Curiosity, a
desire to comprehend the consequences of these occurrences, and a sense of empathy
with the victims drove people to the afflicted areas (Sharpley, 2009). Ground Zero in New
York City and the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone in Ukraine, have all become poignant dark
tourism destinations, symbolizing people perseverance in the face of catastrophe (Biran,
Poria & Oren, 2011).

The influence of pop culture and media on dark tourism cannot be overstated. Books,
films, and television series have all helped to popularize dark tourist destinations. The
attractiveness of dark tourism has also been aided by the power of visual media since
films and internet material provide virtual access to these places, arousing interest and
motivating travel (Stone, 2012).

To sum up, the historical growth of dark tourism is evidence of people's obsession with
tragedy, death, and the darkest facets of the past. Dark tourism is a global industry that
has developed from religious pilgrimages and investigation in ancient civilizations to
current times. It is fueled by a variety of objectives, including recollection, education,
fascination, and compassion. The growth of dark tourism has brought up significant
ethical and management issues, highlighting the necessity for appropriate interaction
with these delicate locations. Researchers and practitioners may gain a thorough grasp
of this unusual kind of travel and its ramifications for both tourists and host communities
by comprehending the past significance of dark tourism.

2.3 ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS OF DARK TOURISM

Because of the sensitive and frequently sad nature of the locations visited, engaging in
dark tourism presents significant ethical concerns. Respect for victims, preservation of
historical integrity, and beneficial consequences on host communities all require
responsible and ethical interaction with dark tourism sites. This section delves into the
important ethical factors that should be considered before engaging in dark tourism.

The requirement for sensitivity and respect for the locations and events linked with them
is a crucial ethical concern. Dark tourism destinations are frequently associated with
tragedy, sorrow, and loss (Stone, 2012). Visitors have to treat these places with care,
understanding human experiences and the importance they have for the impacted
populations. It is critical to maintain proper conduct, such as not snapping selfies or
participating in inappropriate activity for the sake of enjoyment (Sharpley, 2009).

Another critical ethical aspect in dark tourism is informed and responsible interpretation.
Visitors should make an effort to comprehend the historical, cultural, and social settings
of the places they visit (Lennon & Foley, 2000). This entails using factual information,
critically analyzing narratives, and preventing the spread of disinformation or
sensationalism. Tourists are able to contribute towards more meaningful and considerate
encounters with the sites by gaining a greater knowledge of the events and their
repercussions (Biran, Poria & Oren, 2011).
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Another moral dilemma with dark tourism is the question of commercialization. Critics
contend that the commodification of suffering and loss might diminish the respect due to
the victims memories and dignity (Sharpley & Stone, 2009). Striking a balance between
the economic advantages of tourism and the preservation of the site's authenticity and
purity is crucial for all parties involved in dark tourism, including tour operators and local
communities. It is essential to design sustainable tourism strategies that put the welfare
of regional populations and preserving of the area'’s cultural assets first (Sharpley, 2009).

An important ethical aspect is practicing responsible consumption. Visitors to dark
tourism destinations should be aware of their effects on the environment and the nearby
populations. This involves abiding by any rules or regulations established by authorities,
such as those governing acceptable attire, photography prohibitions, and trash
management. Visitors may help the destination remain sustainable in the long run by
reducing their environmental impact and supporting regional companies and activities
(Biran, Poria & Oren, 2011).

There are ethical issues with how media and popular culture represent gloomy tourism
places. The publics opinion and tourist behavior are significantly shaped by the media
(Stone, 2012). The media must accurately, respectfully, and responsibly portray dark
tourism, avoiding sensationalism or downplaying the events and their significance. A
more nuanced knowledge of dark tourism and its importance may be achieved through
responsible reporting and media coverage (Sharpley & Stone, 2009).

Embracing these moral guidelines can let tourists engage in dark tourism in a respectful
and responsible way, producing good effects on the destinations, host communities, and
their individual perception of history and the human condition.
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3. MOTIVATIONS AND IMPACTS OF DARK TOURISM

3.1 TOURIST PROFILE

"Dark tourism market is fast becoming popular among the adventure seeking tourist
population" (Karantzavelou, 2022). When searching for information on the dark tourism
tourists profile, there was not a lot of information available as it is not aimed at a certain
target market.

A study carried out in 2021, (Lewis, Schrier, & Xu, 2021) found that female visitors
made up 65.4% of those who had either been to a dark tourism destination or planned
to do so. Additionally, the age range of most participants was 25-34 years old (44.2%),
followed by 35-44 years (21%) and 18-24 years (20.9%). The majority had at least
some collegeeducation (30.5%). (37.6%) of survey respondents were unmarried, while
54.5% were married. In terms of income, the majority (19.5%) had an individual yearly
income between $20,001 and $40,000.

3.2 VISITORS MOTIVATIONS: CURIOSITY, EDUCATION AND COMMEMORATION

Understanding the appeal and relevance of this unusual kind of travel requires an
understanding of the reasons why people choose to engage in dark tourism. Dark
tourism destinations draw a wide variety of people looking for a spectrum of feelings and
experiences. The reasons why people indulge in dark tourism are examined in this
section (Kandhari, 2021).

Nowadays, many find natural beauty boring and prefer to visit locations with intriguing
histories. Tourist behavior is gradually changing such that people choose to experience
emotions over traveling to hot locations. They are experiencing a dark site that they are
resonating with. Dark tourism therefore has a huge potential to transform the atrocities
of the past into a profitable industry in the coming years.

The desire for education and knowledge is a strong motivator. Because they offer
opportunities to learn about historical events and get a greater grasp of their historical
context, dark tourism sites are popular with tourists for their historical and educational
significance (Lennon & Foley, 2000). For instance, touring concentration camps enables
people to confront the Holocaust's crimes and discover the effects of genocide.

The yearning for emotional connection and empathy is another reason people go on dark
tourism excursions. According to Biran, Poria and Oren (2011), dark tourist destinations
can arouse intense feelings like sadness, empathy, and introspection. By showing
respect to the victims and expressing sympathy with the impacted communities, visitors
may try to relate to others experiences. Spending time in these dark environments can
contribute to visitors building up stronger empathy and a deeper knowledge of mankind
(Stone, 2012).

Dark tourism is sometimes spurred on by people’s natural curiosity and sense of
fascination. Some visitors are strongly motivated by their curiosity with the macabre and
their desire to learn more about the darkest aspects of human history and behavior
(Sharpley & Stone, 2009). Media depictions of dark events and the locations where they
occurred, such as those in novels, movies, and documentaries, frequently serve as fuel
for this urge. Visitors are drawn to the chance to see in person the locations they have
read about or watched on television because it satisfies their curiosity and theirneed for
unusual and quirky experiences (Seaton, 1996).
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The desire to learn and comprehend is closely associated with curiosity. Dark tourism
stimulates interest and satisfies the urge to learn about previous grief and misery
(Prentice & Andersen, 2007). From another angle, dark tourists could be inspired by
morbid tourism (Blom, 2000) as well as interests in evil. In Raine's (2013) research, thrill-
seekers and morbidly curious tourists were identified as another subgroup of travelers.

Personal and spiritual contemplation, in addition to the above objectives, is a significant
incentive for partaking in dark tourism. Visitors may seek personal improvement,
intellectual discoveries, or spiritual connections via contemplation and reflection (Stone,
2012). These places allow visitors to contemplate their own individual mortality, the
briefness of life, and the scars of the past. Reflections of this nature may be powerful
and transforming, resulting in personal growth and a greater respect for the worth of life
(Biran, Poria & Oren, 2011).

It should be noted that motivations for participating in dark tourism are highly personal
and can be influenced by factors such as cultural background, personal experience, and
the specific nature of dark events and locations. Visitor motivations can also evolve and
change over time, reflecting changing personal interests and values. Understanding
these motivations not only improves our understanding of the desirability of black
tourists, but also helps us develop responsible management strategies that respect the
sensitivity and importance of these places.

3.3 EMOTIONAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACTS

Not much has been discovered about the emotional impact of dark settings on visitors
(Nawijn, Isaac, Van Liempt & Gridnevskiy, 2016). Since experiences vary considerably
among individuals, unsettling feelings can develop, often unintentionally. Most people
are expected to experience specific feelings, such as sympathy (Schweinsberg,
McManus, Darcy & Wearing, 2020), compassion, grief or admiration for victims (Zhang,
Yang, Zheng & Zhang, 2016), yet these might be draining on visitors.

Sadness, terror, sorrow, disapproval, fury, shock, despair, disappointment, and
remorse (Nawijn, Isaac, Gridnevskiy & Van Liempt, 2015) (Oren, Shani & Poria, 2021),
(Kidron, 2013), (Zhang, Yang, Zheng & Zhang, 2016b), (Boateng, Okoe & Hinson,
2018), (Light, 2017), can each have an ongoing impact on visitors that may go unnoticed
by relatives or close friends. Emotional events are likely to be the most vividly recalled
following a trip.

Individuals might not revisit a location if it lacks a significant element of sorrow when
looking from a business perspective, on the contrary, negative sensations might
stimulate later positive behavior (Nawijn & Biran, 2018). Possible customers feelings
are included into product development and advertising by using the concept of what
they will see and feel when visiting the destination. Lighter visuals should be used in
online demonstrations of dark-themed tourism items because if they harshen it, it can
increment visitors' discomfort and lead to negative influence on both their mental and
physical health (Sun & Lv, 2021:11). Some negative feelings such as feeling sad,
depressed or guilt can be felt by visitors a long time after their visit.

From the perspective of the visitor, negative feelings are often the dominating sensations
atdark tourism locations, and they are occasionally looked for and desired (Knobloch,
Robertson and Aitken 2017; Nawijn et al. 2016; Nawijn and Fricke, 2015).
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Emotional reaction, whether favorable, unfavorable, or mixed, is a major motivator of
attendance to dark tourism memorial places for tourists (Nawijn et al. 2016), and it is said
that local residents are more likely to be emotionally tied to catastrophe areas which
causes them to feel stronger emotions (Wang, Chen and Xu, 2019).

3.4 SOCIOCULTURAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS ON HOST COMMUNITIES

Dark tourism has the potential to benefit both tourists and locals. Dark tourism has a lot
of advantages, including higher visitor revenue, income creation, socio-cultural impacts,
enhancement of infrastructure, and emotional and psychological effects.

Following a catastrophe, the people living nearby are frequently placed in an unpleasant
situation. On the one hand, when a resident's hometown is transformed into a terrible
catastrophe location, ongoing reminders of the location make it difficult to get over the
disaster, on the other hand, mortality is portrayed as tourist entertainment when trying to
shift a location where the disaster happened to a dark tourism location (Uzzell, 1989).
Such contradictions are a natural and inevitable feature of dark tourism (Hartmann,
2014). The judgment associated with mortality and disaster may be repulsive to
inhabitants who prefer to live in peace with minimal exposure (Heidelberg, 2014),
nonetheless, dark tourism contributes to a significant part in inspiring and strengthening
the community (Muskat et al. 2015).

Another positive impact dark tourism has on the host community is its economic impacts.
The global tourism sector contributes trillions of dollars to the world economy and
generates employment opportunities for over 1.2 billion individuals annually (UNWTO,
2017).

Dark tourism has the ability to generate economic growth throughout communities near
these attractions. Tourists may help the community's economy by spending money on
lodging, dining, transportation, and local enterprises, thus providing possibilities for
employment and fostering sustainable development. Dark tourism provides communities
with financial advantages, including the generation of income for places that are in
locations that previously did not have considerable potential for tourism due to
geographical restrictions (Singh & Shekhar, 2018). These earnings may also be utilized
to help affected communities rebuild from disasters by constructingrehab facilities.

However, it is critical to handle dark tourism with caution and care. To guarantee that the
places are handled with respect, the accounts are honestly and courteously portrayed,
and that the events do not belittle or take advantage of the pain and suffering of
individuals involved, ethical issues must be considered.

To summarize, touring a place of misery and loss may help the local population both
socially and financially provided dark tourism programs are effectively handled to
optimize the effects.
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4. DARK TOURISM DESTINATIONS AND THEIR IMPACT
ON THE MEDIA

Understanding the relationship between dark tourism and the media is essential not only
for scholars and researchers but also for the broader public, as it sheds light on the
complex interplay between the representation of tragedy, disaster, and death in our
media-saturated world and the human impulse to engage with and learn from such
poignant aspects of our history and culture.

This subsection explores the intricate connection between dark tourism and the media,
highlighting how various forms of media play a pivotal role in shaping the phenomenon.
One of the most evident intersections between dark tourism and the media is how media
exposure drives interest in these sites. News reports, documentaries, television
programs, and films often shine a spotlight on these destinations, bringing them to the
attention of the public.

We examine a number of noteworthy dark tourism destinations that have sparked the
curiosity of both explorers and historians in the sections that follow. Each of these
locations provides a glimpse into the annals of history and the human condition, from the
disturbing battlefields to the haunting ruins of concentration camps.

4.1 AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU CONCENTRATION CAMP, POLAND

Figure 4.1. Auschwitz-Birkenau
Source: www.auschwitz.org

Auschwitz, also referred to as Auschwitz-Birkenau, stood as the most extensive of the
Nazi concentration and extermination facilities, commencing its operations in 1940.
Located in the southern region of Poland, Auschwitz initially served as a detention center
for political prisoners. However, it evolved into a sprawling network of camps where
individuals, predominantly Jews and perceived enemies of the Nazi regime, met their
demise, often in gas chambers or through forced labor as slaves. Tragically, some
inmates also became subjects of horrifying medical experiments led by Josef Mengele
(1911-1979). According to certain estimations, the death toll at Auschwitz during World
War Il (1939-1945) exceeded one million people.

Among the prisoners deemed unsuitable for labor at Auschwitz were young children, the
elderly, pregnant women, and the infirm. They were granted permission to undergo
showers for what appeared to be hygiene purposes. Tragically, the shower facilities they
were led to were, in reality, concealed gas chambers. Once inside, these inmates were
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subjected to Zyklon-B, a lethal gas. It is important to note that those classified as unfit
forwork were never formally recorded as inmates of Auschwitz. Countless individuals
who managed to escape the gas chambers met their demise dueto excessive labor,
illness, insufficient sustenance, or the relentless struggle for survivalin austere living
conditions.

In 2021, the Memorial welcomed just over 563,000 visitors. While this represents a
modest increase compared to the previous year, it is essential to highlight that before
thepandemic, the museum used to receive approximately two million visitors annually,
with about 60% of them being students.

When thinking about what relation there is between Auschwitz and the media, the first
thing that comes to mind is the book/film, called “The boy in the Striped Pijamas”.

“The Boy in the Striped Pijamas" is a novel written by John Boyne and later adapted into
a film. It tells the story of an unlikely friendship between two young boys during World
War Il: Bruno, the son of a Nazi officer, and Shmuel, a Jewish boy imprisoned in
Auschwitz. The relationship between Auschwitz and "The Boy in the Striped Pijamas"
lies in the setting and historical context. Auschwitz serves as one of the most notorious
and tragic symbols of the Holocaust, where countless innocent people, including
children, were subjected to unimaginable suffering and death. In the story, Shmuel is
one of the Jewish prisoners held at a concentration camp that bears a striking
resemblance to Auschwitz, though it is referred to simply as "Out-With" in the book, likely
to reflect a child's misunderstanding of the location. The novel explores themes of
innocence, friendship, and the horrors of the Holocaust through the lens of two young
boys who, despite being on opposite sides of the camp's fence, form a deep and genuine
connection. This friendship highlights the stark contrast between the innocence of
childhood and the cruelty of the world they find themselves in. In summary, Auschwitz
and "The Boy in the Striped Pijamas" are connected through their portrayal of the
Holocaust, with the novel using a fictionalized concentration camp setting to explore the
tragic events and the impact on the lives of those caught up in this dark chapter of history.

In addition to selling over a million copies in the UK alone, the book has been translated

into 46 languages around the world and is now used to teach students about the
Holocaust.

4.2 HIROSHIMA PEACE MEMORIAL PARK, JAPAN

e

Source: https://www.atomicarchive.com/media/photographs/hiroshima/image-6.html
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At the end of World War Il, on the sixth of August, 1945, the United States Army launched
"Little Boy", the first atomic bomb, on people and demolished the Japanese city of
Hiroshima. Merely three days later, another atomic bomb was unleashed upon Nagasaki.

Although the precise number of victims from the Hiroshima atomic bomb explosion is
unknown, it is believed that 80 thousand people perished instantly and another 50
thousand died in the days following due to consequences. In conclusion, around 214
thousand people perished as a direct result of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki explosions
while radiation continued to damage the population. Survivors, known as hibakusha
("bomb-affected person" in Japanese), faced major physical consequences because of
the radiation, as well as prejudice and social rejection as a result because of their fearof
the repercussions. Despite the great severity of the Hiroshima bombing, a building
within a hundred metersfrom its epicenter, the Genbaku Dome, stayed intact.

The most known documentary on this occurrence is called “White light, black rain”. This
hour and a half long documentary can be found on streaming platforms such as HBO.
There are also novels such as “Black rain” written by Masuiji Ibuse, a Japanese author.
(Black Rain Summary and study Guide | SuperSummary, s. f.)

Steven Okazaki is the director of the documentary "White Light, Black Rain". It was
published in 2007 and focuses on the accounts of those who survived the World War Il
nuclear bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The phrase "White Light, Black Rain"
alludes to the fierce white light flash and accompanying black rain that subsequently
followed the atomic blasts. Interviews with hibakusha victims, who survived throughout
the bombings, the immediate aftermath, and the long-term consequences of being
subjected to radiation are featuredin the documentary. In order to give a complete and
emotive description of the events leading up to the bombs and their effects on the
survivors and Japan as a whole, it alsoincludes archived video and images. The movie
is a striking and somber reminder of theterrible effects of nuclear war.

Today, Hiroshima receives approximately 11.5 million visitors annually, and among
them, around 530,000 come from abroad. A substantial portion of these international
travelers choose to explore the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park and engage with the
exhibits at the Peace Memorial Museum («The atomic bomb: Hiroshima and Nagasaki»,
2021).

4.3 GROUND ZERO, NEW YORK, UNITED STATES

o 3
Figure 4.3. Ground zero

Source: https://www.npr.orq/2011/05/05/135996242/ground-zero-both-secular-and-
sacred
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What we believe to be one of the most horrific terrorist attacks to this day is the incident
that happened on the 9th of September 2001, where planes got hijacked. These
attacks were carried out by 19 militants who were connected to an extremist group.
These people coordinated attacks on targeted locations of the US and stands asthe
most devastating terrorist attacks in American history. The hijacking of the planes
which then crashed in multiple locations such as NY and Washington resulted in a
significant loss of lives and extensive destruction. Around 3000 people lost their lives
including the 19 terrorists, not to mention the tragic deaths of around 400 police and fire
fighters who worked hard to control the situation thebest they could.

Exactly ten years after the attacks, on September 11, 2011, the 9/11 Memorial officially
inaugurated. The ceremony for the relatives of the victims was followed the next day by
an official opening for the public. The 3000 people who died have their names written
on the 9/11 memorial. It also lists the names of the six people who perished in the
World TradeCenter explosion in February 1993 (Cross, 2022).

Construction workers and other staff members with relevant duties were the only ones
permitted entry into the location, which was surrounded by a high fence, prior to the
memorial's opening. To shap pictures or merely to get a glimpse inside the complex,
tourists had to make their way to designated high points surrounding the area. For
individuals who were interested in learning more about what happened during and after
the attacks, the neighboring FDNY Station was open during that period (Tourism-
Review.org — web@tourism-review.org, s. f.).

There have been over 10 million visitors to the memorial since it opened in May 2011.
The museum has received visits from all 50 states and more than 170 countries,
averaging around 9000 people a day. Most come in order to fully understand the
importance that day has on the history of America.

The impact of these attacks reverberates throughout the realms of television and cinema.
The 9/11 attacks had an instant and profound impact on popular culture. Within hours,
Hollywood studios initiated the process of digitally removing the Twin Towers from movie
posters and films like “Zoolander” and “People | Know”. In the anxious months that
ensued, numerous other projects faced delays, re-editing, significant changes, or were
even canceled altogether as studios were concerned about potentially offending their
audiences (Horton, 2021).

Furthermore, a few films have directly addressed the tragedy, such as "United 93"
Filmmaker Paul Greengrass takes the helm as both writer and director in this
uncompromising drama. This film narrates the gripping tale of the passengers and crew,
the anxious families waiting on the ground, and the air traffic controllers who witnessed
with growing horror as United Airlines Flight 93 was seized, marking it as the fourth
hijacked plane during the darkest day of terrorist attacks in American history.

In “Flight 93", the ill-fated journey is meticulously reconstructed in real-time, tracing the
trajectory from takeoff to hijacking, and finally to the moment when those aboard the
plane grasped that their aircraft was a tragic component of a coordinated attack unfolding
on the ground below. The film delves into the profound fear and brave choices made by
these individuals who, in a mere 90 minutes, evolved from a diverse group of
unacquainted passengers into united allies confronting an unimaginable crisis (United
93 - movie synopsis, summary, plot & film details, s. f.).
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Terrorists had long been a recurring and predictable antagonist in Hollywood action films.
However, when terrorism unfolded within the borders of the United States, the rules of
the game shifted dramatically, creating a clear demarcation between the era before and
after the attacks («Terrorism in movies, pre- and post-9/11», 2012).

4.4 CHERNOBYL

Source:https://www.nationalgeographic.es/fotografia/descubre-el-embrujo-de-las-
ruinas-de-chernobyl-con-estas-imagenes-de-360-grados

Among the most radioactive locations in the world is the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone. The
2,000-ton (1,800 metric tons) cap of one of the station's reactors was blown off on April
26, 1986, when a devastating malfunction at the nuclear power plant in Ukraine (in the
former USSR) resulted in two large explosions. The area was then covered with reactor
debris and its radioactive fuel. Nuclear fallout covered most of Europe after the explosion
(Turner, 2022).

A radioactive cloud quickly spread across Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, and the majority of
Europe due to the nuclear accident and reactor's top half collapsing due to the explosion.
The expansion of radioactive ions in the atmosphere caused immediate environmental
harm that was 400 times greater than that caused by the Hiroshima and Nagasaki
nuclear explosions. Numerous individuals were evacuated from the worst polluted
districts near Chernobyl in a matter of days. Most of the evacuees originated from
Pripyat, the nearest town to Chernobyl, subsequently earning the name "ghost town".

Visitors are welcome to tour the Chernobyl region, including the exclusion zone, which
consists of a 30-kilometer radius encircling the facility, all of which units are now shut
down. Although some of the radioactive substances discharged into the atmosphere is
still there, it is at safe exposure levels for short periods of time. Some exclusion zone
inhabitants have decided to return to their homes, and now live in locations with higher
than average ambient radiation levels, however, they are not lethal («Frequently Asked
Chernobyl Questions», s. f.-b).

When relating the accident to the media, again, we have found that there have been
various documentaries, films, and novels on what happened. The one with the most
impact has been a documentary that was released on HBO in 2019.

Tours of the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone are now open to tourists. In 2021, nearly 73.1

thousand individuals ventured to Ukraine's Chernobyl Exclusion Zone. The preceding
year withessed notably fewer visitors due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The
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peak in visitor numbers occurred in 2019, with approximately 124.4 thousand people
exploring the area, driven by heightened interest sparked by the HBO series depicting
the Chernobyl disaster (Statista, 2023).

The series follows nuclear scientist Valery Legasov, portrayed by Jared Harris, as he
cooperates with the Soviet Union leadership, who did everything they could to conceal
the truth about the accident at the time to control the nuclear catastrophe and preserve
the nation from catastrophic consequences.

The Chernobyl disaster produced four hundred times the radiation of the Hiroshima
bombing during WWII. Only four months after the blast, it was believed that roughly 30
plant employees and rescue personnel perished, some of these tragedies are detailed
in the series (McNulty & Evans, 2019).

The HBO/Sky mini-series, consisting of five parts, has garnered an impressive 47 award

nominations, and clinched 33 victories since its debut on our screens in May (Mabher,
2020).

4.5 ROBBEN ISLAND, SOUTH AFRICA

Figure 4.5. Robben Island
Source: https://www.britannica.com/place/Robben-Island

Robben Island is well known for confining Nelson Mandela, South Africa's first
democratically appointed president, for 18 of the 27 years he served in prison. Since
then, the island has come to represent the eventual victory of democracy and freedom
over injustice.

The little, windy island, 11 kilometers offshore from Cape Town, is currently home to the
internationally renowned Robben Island Museum, an essential component of any trip to
South Africa. Robben Island was not not always a jail, and the island was not always
closed off from therest of the Cape Peninsula. It was an inhabited location several
thousand years ago, linked to the Cape peninsula by a narrow strip of land.

Robben Island eventually became known as a maximum-security jail, for people fighting
for independence, including Nelson Mandela. From the mid-1960’s onwards, this jail held
many ANC leaders, such as Walter Sisulu and Robert Sobukwe. During the years
between 1846 and 1931 it was also used as a mental health facility along with a base
for defense training.
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The Robben Island Museum (RIM) is a government body in charge of preserving,
maintaining, exhibiting, developing, while supporting Robben Island as a national estate
and World Heritage Site («About us - Robben Island Museums», 2023). Unfortunately,
we cannot finish much information on how many visitors this museum has received in
the past years, but in 2016, Robben Island Museum received 49.738 people, that is 4%
more than in 2015 (Admin, 2017).

The author Cherlene Smith wrote a book called “Robben Island: A place of inspiration”
on this island in 2013. In addition to delving into its political history, the book provides an
extensive exploration of Robben Island's multifaceted narrative. It sheds light on Robben
Island's pivotal role as a crucial naval and military base during World War Il. Moreover,
it delves into the island's unique environment, including its rich flora and fauna, offering
readers a comprehensive understanding of its natural beauty.

The book also unveils the intriguing history of Xhosa chiefs who were interred on the
island during the 19th century, weaving together the stories of their lives and the impact
of their presence on the island. Readers will also be captivated by the accounts of
shipwrecks and daring escapes associated with Robben Island, showcasing the island's
maritime significance and its role as a backdrop for dramatic events.

Finally, the book overlooks the island's vibrant tourist attractions, providing valuable
information for those who wish to explore the island's history, culture, and natural
wonders. Together, these facets of Robben Island's rich tapestry form an engaging and
comprehensive narrative that transcends its political history (Smith, s. f.).

4.6 THE KILLING FIELDS, CAMBODIA
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Figure 4.6. Killing fields
Source:https://theculturetrip.com/asia/cambodia/articles/a-quide-to-cambodias-killing-
fields

From 1975 to 1979, approximately 1.7m to 2.5m Cambodians perished as a result of
execution, hunger, or iliness, over a quarter of the population. Choeung Ek, the biggest
of the killing fields, is located on the outer edges of Phnom Penh and now acts as a
memorial to all the people who perished, as well as those who lived.

Between 1975 and 1979, Cambodia saw one of the worst periods in contemporary
history, with the Pol Pot-led Khmer Rouge ruling the country. They guaranteed peace
following many years of civil conflict and covert US bombing raids. Cambodians poured
to city streets to greet troops following the downfall of Phnom Penh on April 17, 1975.

The anticipated tranquility, however, never arrived, and people were gathered and sent
into the fields. Personal belongings were taken, money was prohibited, and familial
connections were broken, and the all-powerful Angkar (the Khmer Communist Party)
enacted harsh rules that forced the populace to labor the land in awful circumstances
(Marissa, 2017).
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Minorities, notably ethnic Chinese, were murdered and slaughtered in enormous
numbers by the Khmer Rouge. Additional targets were Cham Muslims and anybody who
resembled being clever such as somebody wearing glasses or speaking in a different
language. They were transported in vehicles to trenches excavated in the earth, where
they were killed before they were dumped in the Fields. Thousands of bodies were
piled on top of each other after the massacre (Turtle, 2023).

Choeung Ek was turned into a monument and attraction for tourists in an effort to inform
Cambodians, and the rest of humanity regarding what occurred as well as
remembering the people who perished. Every year on 9 May, Khmer Rouge victims and
their families, authorities, school children from all over Phnom Penh, and other
Cambodians meet at the monument in memory of those who passed away (Marissa,
2017b).

The Killing Fields are an important place in history that symbolizes the closing of a sad
era in Cambodian history. It draws people from all over the globe who are interested in
understanding and honoring those who died of the Khmer Rouge government, with an
estimated total number of visits in the hundreds of thousands, around 800 people per
day (Pann, 2017). Visitors are urged to consider the significance of the rights of
humanity and the search for peace as they passby the monument and recall the horrors
that happened.

When investigating films based on this horrific event, it was decided to write about "The
killing fields” directed by Roland Joffé and produced by David Puttnam.

“The Killing Fields" narrates the tale of Dith Pran, a Cambodian fixer, and his ally, New
York Times journalist Sydney Schanberg. The film's opening scenes show the accidental
American bombings in 1973, putrid water filling vast craters that once held homes, and
desperate refugees pleading with Schanberg to capture their suffering through
photographs. The narrative mirrors the intricate, arduous, and distressing history of
Cambodia.

When circumstances force the journalists to depart, Dith is left vulnerable to the new
regime. He assumes the identity of a taxi driver, feigning ignorance of English and
French, languages that would instantly mark him as middle-class, potentially resulting in
his execution. While the film condenses the time Dith spent in Dam Dek, a village that
doubled as a slave camp near Siem Reap, it skillfully recreates the pervasive
atmosphere of living in perpetual fear and chaos.

4.7 ALCATRAZ ISLAND, UNITED STATES

Figure 4.7. Alcatraz
Source:https://www.isango.com/theguidebook/10-unbelievable-facts-about-alcatraz-
island/
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On Alcatraz Island in San Francisco Bay, offshore the coast of California, there used to
be a maximum-security prison known as Alcatraz.

Alcatraz, which was initially intended to be a naval defensive stronghold, was established
as a jail for army criminals in 1861 and initially held a wide variety of inmates. These
consisted of American troops who fought in the Philippines-American War and had sided
with the Filipino cause in 1900. The US Military jail's Pacific Branch was established on
the territory in 1907, and the current jail structure was finished four years afterwards.

From 1934 through 1963, Alcatraz housed a few of the most violent inmates in the
American penal systems when the U.S. "Machine Gun" and Robert Stroud, known as
the "Birdman of Alcatraz", were amongst its well-known residents (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2009).

Half-dozen prisoners took part in a violent escape operation that took place from May 2
to May 4, 1946. The 48-hour event, which came to be known as the "Battle of Alcatraz",
started when inmates confronted the security officers, taking their guns and their jail
block's keys. Order was only reestablished after US Marines attacked the cell complex
with an avalanche of explosives and weaponry after the detainees and surviving guards
engaged in gunshots after being attacked. The gunfight resulted in the deaths of two
guards, three escapees, and over a dozen officers injured. A small number of prisoners
were able to flee from the island; it is uncertain if they survived the water's currents
(The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2009).

One of the numerous rumors regarding Alcatraz is that swimming from the island to the
shore was challenging due to sharks, even though in San Francisco there are only
bottom feeding sharks. The primary challenges were the temperature of the water
(around 50°f), the powerful currents and the minimum 1 and a half mile distance from
land (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2009).

When visiting the island, tourists are given an opportunity to go inside the inmate's
quarters, or cell house. The primary prison complex, with its steel bars, cramped cells,
dining room, and facilities are still intact even though the final convicts were moved off
the island in 1963. Alcatraz was included in the recently established Golden Gate
National Recreation Area in 1972 and made accessible to the general public as a
historical site in 1973 («Alcatraz Island (U.S. National Park Service)», s. f.). The jail
receives over 1,5 million people annually.

Alcatraz has also been included in many well-known films such as "Escape from
Alcatraz" and "Point blank". But firstly, the first film that came to mind was a much more
recent film.

"Harry Potter and the prisoner of Azkaban " is a film that is not directly based on
Alcatraz, but includes a prison on an island that much resembles. After researching, we
found that "J.K Rowling"” the author of this novel, used Alcatraz as inspiration and said
that shecombined the word Alcatraz and "abbadon”, an old hebrew word meaning "hell"
to create Azkaban (Barmann, 2019).

Going back to films that are actually based on the story of Alcatraz, is "Escape from
Alcatraz", a 1979 film starring Clint Eastwood, one of the most popular actors of the time.
In this daring escape plot, a resourceful prisoner takes the lead in organizing a jailbreak.
Together with three accomplices, they employ rudimentary excavating tools to widen
vents in their cells. Craftily, they fake heads from paper molds and create floats using
raincoats. Their escape route takes them through a roof vent, down a waterspout, over
a fence, and into the ocean, where they vanish into the darkness.
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To evade responsibility for the escape, the prison officer opts to declare that the inmates
drowned rather than acknowledging their successful escape, thus maintaining the
prison's reputation (Detailed review Summary of escape from Alcatraz, s. f.).
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5. DARK TOURISM AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
PRESERVATION

5.1 ROLE OF DARK TOURISM IN HERITAGE CONSERVATION

There is no agreed-upon definition of what "cultural heritage" is, despite the fact that
heritage and its conservation have grown to be significant areas of educational research
and investigation (Harvey, 2001).

Conservation has always been linked to preservation through legal protection and
interventions. Interventions were made with the intention of revealing and preserving a
place's real essence (Mufoz Vifas, 2011).

The second period of the 20th century saw a rapid evolution of heritage preservation
concept and expert practice, influenced by fundamental social shifts like
internationalization, the establishment of democratic nations, acceptance of minority
rights, the growth of market economies, and increased tourism (De La Torre, 2013).

Today, it has become known that conservation refers to any effort made to preserve the
importance of a heritage item or location. The procedure begins the minute a location is
identified for its historical importance and designated as deserving of preservation.
Conservation is an effort to manage and direct change, both historically and currently.

The World Heritage Convention was established (UNESCO) in 1972 to defend both
natural and cultural assets against a variety of risks. Since then, 1121 residences have
been established as WHS, among which over 800 are cultural, 200 or so are natural,
and about 40 are mixed-nature properties (Leask & Fyall, 2001).

Dark tourism can help to preserve and maintain ancient sites that might have been
ignored or overlooked. These locations can obtain monetary assistance for renovation
and conservation projects by bringing in tourists.

In certain situations, money produced by dark tourism-related operations might be
directed toward preservation initiatives or efforts in the neighboring community. Visitors
cost of admission or contributions, for example, can help support ecological restoration,
animal protection, or community-driven projects for conservation (Abbasi & Abbasi,
2023).

5.2 CHALLENGES IN PRESERVING DARK TOURISM SITES

The preservation of dark tourist sites poses a distinct set of difficulties and opportunities.
These sites, which are frequently connected with grieving and pain, need careful thought
and ethical methods to guarantee that their historical relevance is preserved while also
delivering worthwhile visits for tourists. This section discusses some of the major issues
and opportunities associated with the preservation of dark tourism sites.

The memorials try to pay homage to the victims, enlighten tourists, illustrate the
devastating facts of death, and act as a reminder about future disasters. Nevertheless,
they face significant criticism with the assertion that dark tourist attractions just profit on
misery and cater to humans' inbuilt fascination with death.

Although numerous places across the globe make efforts to remember those who died,
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they fail to correctly respect them given that they mostly focus on their grief instead of
their traditions and life (Bowe, 2014).

Some of the most challenging aspects of preserving tourism include:

e Balancing Conservation and Accessibility: Finding an appropriate balance among
preservation and tourist accessibility is one of the most difficult aspects of
conserving dark tourism places. These locations are historically and culturally
significant, and their preservation is critical for generations to come. However,
exposing them to tourists may present difficulties including more Vvisitors,
infrastructural damage, and even harm to sensitive buildings. It is critical that we
establish measures to regulate tourist access, reduce the negative impact on the
environment, and preserve the long-term viability of these locations.

o FEthical Considerations: Preserving dark tourist places demands considerable
ethical thought. Because of their connection with mournful incidents, these
locations frequently have an enormous psychological effect on visitors.
Approaching these sites with delicacy, regard and sympathy for the impacted
people and their communities is critical. Ethical rules should be set to guarantee
that tourists interact responsibly with the locations, increasing empathy and
comprehension while preventing misuse or disrespect.

o Management and Renovation: Upkeep and reconstruction of dark tourist sites
bring bothobstacles and opportunities. Historic locations degrade as time passes,
needing constantupkeep and restoration initiatives. This can require substantial
maintenance in order to preserve their originality and authenticity.

e Community Engagement and Development: By conserving dark tourist
attractions, possibilities for social engagement and empowerment may be
created. Community members frequently have a strong connection with these
locations and can contribute insightful information and stories. Involving people in
an understanding process not only helps to preserve the originality of the place,
but also provides economic advantages tothe surrounding area through tourism
money. Providing opportunities for local populations to share their tales and
viewpoints may enhance the tourist experience while also promoting sustainable
development.

The primary accusation leveled against dark tourism is that it exploits human suffering,
with operators potentially profiting from these sites or prioritizing entertainment over
ethical considerations. This is disrespectful to the incident's victims and is considered
unethical (Wheretheroadforks, 2023).

Some of the things people recommend you do in order to not be disrespectful of the sites
are:

Avoid tourism destinations which are run only for money instead of educating visitors, as
well as travel companies and galleries that share the perspectives of victims
insensitively. If you are going on a tour with a guide, look for firms that are properor
charitable in nature or that give back to the people or places you are visiting. Ensure
that the site is sensitive to those who have died, and that people are urged to act
respectfully.

Another big contributor to why some people are against dark tourism and its preservation
are the online photos that are uploaded.
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There have been many incidents where people have taken selfies, smiling or joking in
dark tourism places. An example of this could be people posing at the entrance of
Auschwitz with a thumbs up.

To summarize, sustaining dark tourism sites entails managing a variety of problems while
also seizing chances for ethical preservation, understanding and community
involvement. We can guarantee that these culturally significant places keep their original
integrity while delivering significant trips that teach, encourage, and promote compassion
amongst tourists by tackling these problems and thriving on the opportunities
(Wheretheroadforks, 2023).

6. CONCLUSIONS

In the exploration of dark tourism, this thesis has gone through a multifaceted
landscape, illuminating the depths of a unique form of travel that engages with the
darkest chaptersof human history. As we draw the curtains on this inquiry, several key
insights and overarching themes emerge, shedding light on the significance and
complexities of darktourism in the contemporary world.

Our journey began with an understanding of the motivations that drive individuals to
embark on such odysseys. We discovered that curiosity, education, and a quest for
empathy often fuel the desire to confront the past, while the impacts of these experiences
vary widely, from fostering empathy and education to potentially sensationalizing tragic
events.

Examining specific dark tourism sites revealed the intricate events of history,
transformation, and media representation. We witnessed how locations filled with
historical significance morph into dark tourism sites, and we recognized the enduring
power of literature, documentaries, and films in ensuring that these sites remain
engravedin collective memory. Dark tourism is not a new concept, history shows us
that we have always had a fascination with suffering as entertainment, for gladiators
where people would come in great numbers to watch.

Furthermore, our exploration uncovered the often overlooked role of dark tourism in
heritage conservation. We observed that these sites, despite their grim associations,
play a pivotal part in preserving cultural and historical legacies, contributing to the
history of our shared heritage.

As we reflect on these findings, it is clear that dark tourism is far from a monolithic
phenomenon. It encompasses a spectrum of experiences, motivations, and impacts that
defy easy categorization. It raises profound questions about how we remember and
reckon with our past, and it underscores the delicate balance between education and
exploitation.

In conclusion, dark tourism is a potent force that demands our attention and
consideration. It is a mirror reflecting our collective fascination with the darker facets of
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history and human nature. As we move forward, it is imperative that we continue to study
and engage with dark tourism thoughtfully, ethically, and with an unwavering
commitment to preserving the lessons of the past while navigating the complexities of
the present. Only then can we truly grasp the full scope of its impact on our world, both
as alens through which we view history and as a catalyst for change in our understanding
of ourselves and the world around us.
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