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Abstract:

Studies keyed to analyzing the advances, virtues and defects of digital journalism are
increasingly more commonplace. In this context, to talk of the traditional press,
researching its trends, development and, ultimately, functioning in a world dominated
by technology seems to have become an obsolete, uninteresting task. But it should
not be forgotten that the written press is still alive and kicking, and in Spain there are
still a large number of people that remain faithful to their daily print newspapers to
keep themselves up to date on the latest political, economic and social news. This
precise moment in Spanish journalistic history is therefore marked by the coexistence
of both types of journalism: traditional and digital. So much so that mixed news —
i.c., printed news items that direct readers to the digital version for more in-depth
information — are increasingly more in vogue. Thus, research into the traditional press
should not be abandoned so hastily, above all as regards the repercussions electronic
media have on the conventional kind. In this paper, new trends in the Spanish press
will be analyzed by exploring several of the country’s national and local newspapers,
focusing on three quality indicators: the predominant type of journalistic discourse;
the depth of news coverage; and the preservation and defence of traditional
journalistic values. The study of these indicators makes it possible to ghgck whether
printed newspapers are doing their utmost to inc;ease thc? quality of their 1gformat10n
products so as to be able to compete with the digital media on an equal footing.

Keywords: traditional press, digital press, quality indicators, printed information

products.
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' jecti ' listic profession is simply that of effectively meeting
ultimate objective of the _}OU-I‘I-la p iminary assessment o5 I8
information demands of citizens. Therefore, the pre —— i
which will finally be converted into news should not b? coqducte without first
into account the type of citizen for which current news 1s being chosen. In other wor
so as to be able to increase their potential distribution, newspapers should ffaml
themselves with new social trends and be capable of predicting the c!egree of interes
their readership in a specific event according to factors like, for instance, its pub
and/or human implications. All events are undoubtedly interesting for somebody,
they will only be of value and use to the majority of readers in a certain con_text.
However, when the content of practically all Spanish newspapers is s_ub_'j' :
scrutiny, this observation made from a utopian perspective of journalism see
lose weight, becoming a mere conjecture. Nowadays, information content 1S m
than ever monopolized by the very highest levels of economic and political powe
the country, the interests of the “powerful” taking clear precedence over thos
general public. This dirigisme of the written press, which is becoming incre
more accentuated every day, is shown openly in its — let us say — “subse V1
towards news items provided by the news agencies and press o
organizations, a point that can be corroborated by the evidence observed
Spanish press, like, for instance, the fact that unsigned news stories are incr
more fr_e:quent. This problem affects above all Spanish newspapers with
CCOHOI‘I]IC. resources, which obviate the authorship of the news stories they pu
as to avoid giving a “bad” image of their true capacity to cover current
themselves. Logically, if a media company resorts iIl.SiS_tentl.y tokthan

or the name of the institution or organization whose - -

® Among this theorists we can emphasize, for S
DESANTES GUANTER, José Marfa: [ o

MINGUEZ SANTOS, Luis: ;Peligro} p,
Pedro J. Crespo, 2005 |




en DOMIN
Angelés LopeZ HERNANDRE, Ruben GUEZ DELGADO - Traditionaf pres s In the 1
///’——K———___i__i___i €fa

ce o
T °f compeition from digital journalism

e 125
gtral journalistic terms, such ag
né

“News offiop » =

1ce

plY; the place where the event S e,
}sglvideﬂce of this can be seen in Figllre 1 )

o the name of the newspaper or,
cad of the name of the reporter.

ATLETISMO

::Ifan_ I ?.13- S€ rompe por dentrg
»El ex saltador espafia} dupé;;mmm &
ingresaen unhospital 1 mcs Lumeta votvg 3 Ko Lo e
_ psiquidtrico cnn-ul_:_- Tk mm-m,\-;.;;ﬁ - ;

evtos, sl e T fas
0% Olimotcce de fla.
T Fern 72 Bext com
P TBY Poquitas furria:

;- £33 80 sud padres. Se.
LA sns Tanlitares.
- Bada pareria presagiay
Lo eSte brotr depresiva, @
PRrs s estado azimicn

-~ citadro depresivo

: Q.
=, aEpeTacion en ¢f lendin 34 Ageic
Yes fum el pricipio gl s para Lame
b A partic de obi nopodoroiee 3 e
{Ftnisie con pormahdad Tartaders-
s240 tempo ef tecnperarie 7 de-
* que voiviiasakar para perierae o G
- ma, en B4 tve goe pasar de teew
por o Earilanc. Esta vz fron s

as- -prefo fild <n los Jusgos Cilrpicos de
 LondrTs 7012 Son embargs, tapurst-
T2 1a dwo ta rotura de an gecsla T
hota de decir adits El coerpo ro res-

i~ - pondia s pasardotodes los esfarrzas
* (odos Jos ftentos.

Figure 1: Unsigned news items. Newspaper: ABC
Translation: Athletics. Lamela Suffers Mental Breakdown.
ABC. Madrid. The Spanish Ex-long Jumper has been committed
to a psychiatric hospital with symptoms of depression.
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specific collectives or social group, as can - : 1
de lastly, apparently harmless News items which conceal propagandistie

«ruses.”” orchestrated by the political sphere or the corporgte \':fc()rld, among
others.! These news items are presented to re'flders no_rmally in a speculatlv?)’
format and have the hidden purpose of observing publlfs reaction to the news, in
such a way that newspapers are surreptitiously becoming Qne of t‘he best FOOIS
for sounding out Spanish public opinion, by means of all kmds. of mformation'al
strategies for testing the waters. An illustrative example of this can be seen in

Figure 4,

In the light of what we read in the general-interest press in Spain, it would seem

that journalistic research, free of covert political taint, has thrown in the towel, but
why? There any many reasons behind this phenomenon, including:

Firstly, the economic crisis has also affected the media. As a consequence,
journalists are currently working in precarious conditions — earning low wages and
doing a job that should be shared by several others — and, even so, they do not dare
to question the decisions of their bosses for fear of being sacked. This permanent
job insecurity makes journalists forget their ethical principles of community
service, abandon the streets where news stories that really concern the public are to
be found and, ultimately, lose interest, not only in journalistic research, but also in
the simple but essential task of contextualizing, completing and, above all,
verifying information delivered by the political and economic POWETS.
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Figure 2: Unimportant news item.
Newspaper: ABC
Cranslation: Style Gas:c,ro‘x‘lomy. “'Cuban Cigars
under @ Summer Sky - Cuban cigars never g0
out of fashion. And cigar tubes have become

collector’s items’ .

%sirvad?renﬁlno Figure 3: News item of limited.
Newspaper: El Correo de Andalucia
Translation: EI Rocio.
Departures from Seville
“The Saviour Begins its Pilgrimage”.
“Yesterday, the last of the city’s five religious
brotherhoods began its pilgrimage to Rocio,

accompanied by 2,500 pilgrims”.
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Figure 4: Apparently harmless importance news
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Newspaper: ABC de Sevilla
Translation: “Trichet Signals Further ECB Rate
Increase in April with Spain Still Under el i
Slress‘”_ Trichet avisﬁ}tie ﬁh%;;subida de tipos

i ; ; ; en abril con Espana ainbajo estrés
The ECB fears that the rise in crude prices (1000 v wmmammmsmmams

crudi o dingie 2l resta e Ly eoononia .-
3 |a% e [ IrrupRTAGon delaUE =

Could- Contamiﬂafe the reSr Ofthe economy and ;m‘(uu:‘.lﬁﬂuld\dtﬂﬂli‘?d&!lln

aira promaiird on 12s Lass com i
|3 situucion g fus paie perifne=

f}{ﬁfzct the EU’s recovery”. ‘“Economists warn | "=
4 a premature ECB rate increase could have
% negative Impact on peripheral countries”. =

-

e P Mg e p
b, v i g

| r—— T S Bt e et g




1o Journalism
The Role of New Media in J

128 o A

nted on up until now, it seems cl

baton in han :
nes that are crea

On the basis of what has been comine
the Spanish public is not currently conducting,

the media, but, on the contrary, they are the O S
what is interesting or not in the field o_f currenh intcl'lecmal level of ther
newspapers have seemingly forgotten 15 that the

: es not stop at 1
Spanish reader is currently higher, for which reason he or she do patr

' her, but is cap
and accepting as it stands what the NEws papers tel'lbhi'n;norwhilé at the safne
assessing news according to s informational contrioutiott |

: d is therefore

checking to see whether content has been suitably researched an TC
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and trustworthy. In this way, Manuel Lopez believes - D
their news ignoring their readers are people who consume iffer 5;1” T e
time. Readers already know the main content of news and v.tfhat they expect is, mos
all. that the newspaper put news into context, as well as an interpretation of even

a widening. iy T
So. on the basis of what has been said, it is not surprising 'that readers a
increasingly more distrustful of the journalistic discourse of Spanish newspaper
and that, as a result, this encourages them to abandon the habit of reading p
newspapers (this is especially true of the younger generations, NOW perfectly adapt
to the digital ecosystem), preferring to resort to €-newspapers and, more specifi
digital blogs, where journalists, free from corporate constraints, are at comp
liberty to express their opinions, telling their readership what they have not
able to say openly in the print newspaper they work for, due to the

““censorship” to which they are submitted.
Nonetheless, it would be a mistake to end this section without first stating

the media hype and dirigisme of the journalistic discourse is not a problem
involving print newspapers, but also equally affects all Spanish media —
television and digital press — although it is indeed true that the traditional press
medium that has most suffered the consequences of this, losing a considerabl
portion of its market share. Specifically, it is estimated that the distﬁbutié‘m‘-‘
Spanish dailies has dropped by 30% over the last two decades®. 4

Depth of news coverage

'The only way to combat the flat, conformist and institutional journ
Flescnbed above 1s to develop serious journalistic practice, committed t .j iety :
in-depth news coverage, applying to this end the ian)rmat' ei 0 soc1.e_. y an
research m‘e’.[hods characterizing the journalistic profession. C 10na resogtge_s
work conditions of Spanish journalists — as alread M ertainly, the prg.

\ Yy mentioned — prevents them
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rocessing the.hhuge ?Ppunt of news that is published on a daily basis by their
newspal?ers wit dsu 10161_11 thox‘ougllnt?ss, but it is also true. that the more
. erficially treated news is, the lower its quality. So it is necessary to provide a

sup s ) 5
' sion of daily news, giving ; - -
Jifferent V1 Y, EIVINg 1t 2 minimum degree of accuracy and ridding it

g to journalistic veracity and

of that institutional “whiff” which is sq damagin
y before quantity.

reliability; even though journalists have to put qualit
In this way, another quality indicator — in our opinion, the most decisive — of a

ewspaper 15 its capacity to delve into the events on which it Ieports; i.e., so as to
Contexmalize, complete, cross-check and verify news items. In short ’th-e-’idea 1S to
rovide carefully gathered information about the most important néws- instead of
superficially covering a L_':lrge number of disparate events. In other words, the aim of
41l news selection pollt?les must be systematically that of putting qu&lity before
quantity- However, a quick glance at the dailies published in Spain brings to light an
all but generalized phenomenon, that of the enormous quantity of news stories —
always more than 100 — published daily, to which must be added the fact that many
of these stories are presented as news “in brief” (occupying less than a quarter of a
page). This tendency to “minimize” stories in a multitude of news items in brief
transmits a chaotic image of a newspaper, since many of its pages are an authentic
jumble of independent stories, to wit, totally unrelated as regards content. As can be
seen in Figure 5, this type of page layout can put readers off, even before they have

started to read.
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Figure 5: Tendency to publish news in brief.
Newspaper: ABC de Sevilla
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covered by newspapers on a daily basis leads to an in |
our opinion, works against print newspapers, since the greater the number
disparate news stories that are published, the less likely it is that the most releva

stories will be suitably researched, and even — and above all — that other news
that have yet to be covered by other media, such as radio, television and the
press, will be looked into. If the traditional press wants to survive the
competition put up nowadays by radio stations, audiovisual media and multimed
it cannot afford to tag behind the information disseminated by these media (r:
television and the Internet), but should compete with a new vision of journalism.
And this new vision of journalism being proposed here is based, as alre
mentioned, on the quality of news published rather than quantity. This can onl
ach}eved by implementing a predefined plan, based on a spectal willingness $
by journalists to news research and tracking. As far as we see it, what 1s invol
not lthe daily publication of a large number of news stories, with the erroneous ar
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personality. An example of this news disparit 1CAs -so as to develop
Y ¢an be seen in Figure 6.
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Figure 6: News disparity in newspapers.
Newspaper: £l Correo de Andalucia

Headlines:
| - Public Health. “Two Multiorgan
Donations in 48 Hours Allow Three
Transplants”.
2. University. “Students Demonstrate
Against Automatic Enrolment System”.
3-Poligono Sur. “Idea Competition for
Café Cultural”.

We know full well that the aim of general-interest newspapers is to cover the
“universal.” That is to say, any story can become the centre of interest at any moment.
Not even the most experienced journalists — the opinion leaders — are capable of
defining which issues are exclusively regarded — beyond temporary boundaries — as
being of interest, since the said interest has blurred, or on occasions even confusing,
boundaries (social interest, public interest, human interest...) in continuous movement.
Therefore, and in the face of this inevitable ignorance, it is logical that newspapers are
always alert to specific events which will have to be necessarily covered, beyond their
thematic core areas, because of the unprecedented temporary interest they awaken 1n
society. For this same reason, and because — as we insist — social interest is of a
changing nature, the principles on which news selection policies are based should be
examined and revised periodically so as to reflect the increasing more sophisticated
information demands of newspaper readers.

But, irrespective of those specific and peculiar events that enter the arena at a
particular time and then hit the headlines in any newspaper, the general rule is that the
media decide which thematic areas are going to be especially relevant in order to
Create, over time, a specific reader profile. i

This does not mean that we defend a tendency towards specialization of general-
interest newspapers, which would basically be 2 contrad%ction o‘f the channel’s own
nature, but towards deciding, according to their news pohﬁ‘% Wthh_ stories Sh(_)lﬂd be
covered daily with more accuracy before being dlssemmated_to their readershlp.. And
by more accuracy we mean — as already mentioned — that stories should be sufficiently
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exclusively to delivering more or less in-depth news, but aISOIC?nSU te a? ele_ment
conforming social values, being on occasions a valuable tool Ior generating ideag

and opinions.
the habitual eagerness of newspapers not to be left untunhed by events and
on the sidelines, but to take a stand in favour or against an 1deology or a certaip

government, means the daily reality of what newspapers pUthh 1s delivered to
readers in a intrusive and biased fashion, be this due to ideological or economic
interests, both of which are, more frequently than would otherwise be desired,
insurmountable barriers for serious and rigorous journalism. It is in this way that
newspapers end up by transmitting their own norms and values to the general public.

Print newspapers can be seen as an element that enhances the political,
cconomic and cultural personality traits of the geographical area where they are
distributed and, consequently, reinforces traditions — above all in the case of
conservative newspapers — that tend to consolidate group unity beyond political
lean'm’gs. Given their geopolitical differences, this reality can be frequently seen in
Spain’s autonomous regions, some of which, like the Basque Country and Catalonia,
are making a strong bid for independence.
mediaih;i :f;l;fazznfmpir;i%xwal, al;p\«te all in-the knowledge that the infonpation
rest of the world, which now deIl g environment, familiarizing us with the
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Figure 7 translation: “Regional Government

to Educate Children as Members of Figure & translation: Basque expansionism.
Catalonian Nation™ “The new Education Act “Navarre Not to Finance Textbooks
imposes the cultivation of the sense of Including Region in Basque Country”. “The
belonging on schools™. ~ tegional order affects the textbooks of five
publishing houses used in 31 educational
centres”.

Furthermore, the traditional press is also seen in Spain as a valuable
educational tool, which has earned it the sobriquet of “parallel school.” Newspapers
have made a considerable contribution to the dissemination of the most in:lportant
scientific advances to date. Thanks to journalism, knowledge that was kept tr‘om the
general public until a relatively short time ago now forms the core of g,eneral-m_terest
I6Ws stories. The media are therefore social agents for the promotion of science.
Using a natural and down-to-earth language — far removed from technical and

Scientific jargon — they have made it possible for citizens to clearly understand

'houghts and knowledge that seemed to be the exclusive reserve of the cultured.

ers should remedy

ortion of news, as
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More 5-"391Tlln0npl-ace than it ought to be — stems from the profession’s lack of
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Conclusions

In view of the above, it would therefor :

the decline of the Spanish press to onee;f)fzrzaies:cexl(f(:g?Iilgly Simphsticioiaiuibiie

three of the .quality indicgtors that we regard as. o ;:n gi}s;r,fwebzave- aqalyzed

current situation of the written press in Spain. Nonetheless, it is V(i):all temlfy:.n Bthe
conduct more 1g—depth research into the current chargicteristics oof cgr;(?tl'le tcl'
journalism, study}ng oth_er'quality indicators (like, for instance, the authorslh}onaf
news stories, the journalistic use of information sources, etc.) Wili(:h S 1p (t)

shed light on the weak points of the written press. Onl; by‘knowing their (fctl':esctso
accepting then and correcting them will newspapers be able to look forward a les;
uncer’[ain future.

Ig -conclus_ionn, Fraditional Journalism is not only being eroded by the
competition of digital journalism — which is becoming a culture increasingly more
deeply rooted each day — but its own incapacity — or mncompetence — to reinvent
itself so as to able to compete with the new digital ecosystem on an equal footing
that is forcing it to dig its own grave. If it is incapable of severing ties with the
general journalistic panorama in Spain, differentiating itself positively from
audiovisual and electronic media; if it does not free itself from the chains of the
prevailing political and economic powers, reconverting its discourse to echo the
voice of the people and not exclusively that of the powerful; if it does not change its
news content, adapting it to the real information needs of readers; if it is incapable of
endowing its news stories with compulsory veracity and journalistic thoroughness; if
it does not do anything to help journalists to regain their motivation and reawaken
their interest in research and enquiry, etc., it is very doubtful that it will survive the
pressure of the electronic media, especially journalistic blogs where it is indeed still
possible to find that “freshness,” those winds of freedom lost — maybe forever, who

knows — to the world of the written press.
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